CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JUNE 9, 2026
7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Kirk Clawson, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson, and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Mark Tremaine, city administrator Chris Komarek and City Clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.   

C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the amended agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve minutes for the May 12, 2026, council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin                                     to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Justin Lear, Troy Moore and David Gonzalez representing Ellinwood District Hospital, Jason Kuilan representing Great Bend Economic Development, Jarrod Carr, Brittney Bailey, Kevin Clair, Jon Perron, Spencer Proffitt, and Luke Fanshier representing Murphy Tractor.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: Service awards were presented to the following city employees for their years of service to the City of Ellinwood.  The awards were presented to:
Abigail Lawrence – 5 years – EMS Department

Nathan Wood – 15 years – Fire Department

Spencer Proffit – 20 years – Water Department

2. Great Bend Economic Development Request: Jason Kuilan, Executive Director of Great Bend Economic Development, was present to explain their organization’s standard operating procedure and plans. Provided to council was a packet with more information on what the organization 
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provides and how the organization works.  Mr. Kuilan requested the city of Ellinwood to fund $10,000.00 to support their operations.  After some discussion council denied the request and no action was taken at this time.
3. Hospital Demolition Project: Ellinwood District Hospital staff and board members were present to discuss the upcoming demolition of the old hospital and plans for the property after demolition. There was a discussion about the current off-street parking, sidewalks, and curb and gutter.
Jon Prescott abstained from voting due to working for the hospital.
After some discussion a motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to request the hospital remove the off-street parking and replace the curb and guttering, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. Councilmember Kirk Clawson voting nay. All other Councilmembers voting in favor.
4. Skid Steer Purchase: Staff recently went to rent a skid steer to use for street repairs and found there are options that would allow for the rental cost to be applied towards the purchase of the skid steer. Luke Fansher with Murphy Tractor was present to tell us more about skid steers and what our options were.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the purchase of the 325G skid steer from Murphy Tractor in the amount of $82,030.00, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.   Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. Junior Firefighter Program: The Fire Department would like to begin a Junior Firefighter program.  Provided to council were the guidelines on how the program would work. Chief Spencer Proffitt was present to explain the program in greater detail.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the Junior Firefighter program.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

6. Park Street Chip Seal: Staff discussed with city council the possibility of adding Park Street to the list of streets to be chip sealed this year. The opportunity to contract with the county for this work was an option available to the city at the time and staff believed it could be done at lower cost than the other projects that are scheduled with an estimated cost of $10,024.61. Staff provided more information at the meeting.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve entering into a contract with Barton County to chip seal Park Street with a cost not to exceed $12,000.00, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

7. Delinquent Account Collections: When dealing with delinquent accounts staff uses the set-off program as our only means of collections. Staff has been researching other programs that might get better results for payments of delinquent accounts. CBK Inc offers a program that staff believes meets our needs. Staff explained in greater detail how this program works at the meeting. Provided to council was information about how CBK works.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve moving forward with drawing up an ordinance and using CBK as an additional collection agency, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. Midwest Energy Substation: Over the past several months staff have been discussing ownership of the Midwest Energy Substation that feeds power into our power plant. Staff recently met with MWE staff and reviewed our options again with city council. City staff has changed our more recent thoughts and recommended that Midwest Energy maintain ownership and liability of the substation and access a monthly fee to us for the use of the substation.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to move forward with creating an agreement with MWE for an annual service fee for the use of the substation, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

9. Discussion of Library Agreement: Provide to council was a proposed resolution from the Ellinwood School District to consider adopting. After a brief discussion council wanted to review the proposal before agreeing to sign the resolution and will be brought back to the July meeting for more discussion. No action taken at this time. 
10. Staff Report:

a. The electric crew went to Lucas to help put power lines back up with the storms that moved through on June 8th.

b. Staff will attend the study session of the County Commission meeting next week. The County Commission will be discussing the street sealing & new housing development.
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c. Liz Nolan will be out for about two months on maternity leave, and Kim Schartz will be in the help from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. occasionally while Liz is out of the office.

d. Chris will be attending the APPA Conference in Boston and will be out of the office from June 27th to July 6th.
11. Executive Session for Discussion of Non-elected Personnel: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session, for the purpose of discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(1) and related to the discussion of police department wages.  Executive session will be for (10) minutes beginning at 9:10 p.m. until 9:20 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator, and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All voting in favor. The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:10 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p.m.  No action taken.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for May 2026.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for May and an EMS report for calls for May.

K.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jon Prescott that the meeting be adjourned at 9:20 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
