 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MAY 12, 2026
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Kirk Clawson, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson, and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Mark Tremaine, city administrator Chris Komarek and City Clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.   

C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the April 14, 2026, council meeting and April 28, 2026, special council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                      to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jaque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Danielle Hollingshead representing Adams Brown, Casey Flinn representing KMU, Blake Stegman, Jon Perron, Brittney Bailey, Chance Bailey and Nancy Baird representing the Chamber of Commerce. 
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to Travis Hardcastle for his 5 years of service in the water/wastewater department. 
Power Plant employee Blake Stegman has completed bronze level training for power plant operators through KMU. Casey Flinn from KMU was present to present Blake with his certificate.
2. 2025 Audit Report: Presented to council was the 2025 audit report.  Danielle Hollingshead, a representative of Adams Brown LLC, was present to review the audit with council and stated the city received an unmodified opinion which means the financial statements present fairly 
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the cash and unencumbered cash balances of the city as of December 31, 2025.  She also reported there were no statutory violations. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to accept the 2025 audit report as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

3. After Harvest Festival Update: Nancy Baird was present to discuss with council the activities that are scheduled for the 2026 AHF. Staff discussed that the activities for the 53rd annual After Harvest Festival on July 16th – 18th, 2026 would not change much and festivities will remain downtown. All food vendors will be located outside of the fence in the block where 10-39 restaurant is located. Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce requests the use of the city facilities for the festival.    

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve use of the city facilities for the Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce After Harvest Festival, July 16th – July 18th, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

4. Ordinance for Consumption of Alcohol on Public Property: Presented to council for review was Ordinance 2026-4, an ordinance that allows for the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages around the First and Main area as described in the ordinance from 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 17th, 2026 to 1:00 a.m. on Saturday July 18th and then again from 5:00 p.m. Saturday July 18th to 1:00 a.m. on Sunday July 19th in association with the beverage tent and the After Harvest Festival.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve Ordinance 2026-4 an ordinance exempting certain following described public property, the title of which is vested in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas to permit the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages thereon, as authorized by charter ordinance No. 5 of said city and establishing the time when such exemption shall be effective.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

Roll Call Vote:

Jacque Isern – Yes



Kirk Clawson - Yes

Jon Prescott – Yes



Ken Lebbin – Yes

Scott Tillotson - Yes

5-0 – Passed
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5. Sidewinders Cereal Malt Beverage License Application: Presented to council was an application for a cereal malt beverage license submitted by 

the Kansas Sidewinders Motorcycle Club for operation of a beverage tent at the After Harvest Festival beginning Friday, July 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm to 1:00 am on Sunday, July 19, 2026.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the cereal malt beverage application for operation outside of the Kansas Sidewinders Motorcycle Club building at the After Harvest Festival for the days and times noted above for the licensed premise as outlined in Ordinance 2026-4.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

6. Evans Bierly & Hutchinson Contract for Lead Service Replacement: Provided to council was a contract between the city and EBH for work relating to the replacement of lead water service lines. The contract included engineering for the project as well as applying for a grant to assist in these costs.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the contract for preliminary engineering services in the amount of $16,000.00 from EBH for the lead service line replacement improvements and continuing with the grant writing process, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

7. Evans Bierly & Hutchinson Contract for Water Well Improvements: Provided to council was a contract between the city and EBH for work relating to our water well needs. The contract included engineering for the projects as well as applying for a grant to assist in these costs.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the contract for preliminary engineering services in the amount of $10,000.00 from EBH for the water well improvements and continuing with the grant writing process, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. Electric Substation Discussion: In recent months staff and council have discussed the electric substation that ties our electric system to Midwest Energy.  Those discussions included either accepting a monthly charge from Midwest Energy for maintaining the sub or the city taking ownership of the substation at no cost but in doing so means the city will be assuming responsibility for the substation going forward. Staff shared more information at the meeting.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve staff on moving forward with the process and drawing up a contract to take ownership of the substation, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

9. Cemetery Contract Labor: Over the past six months there has been discussion about the Lakin-Commanche Cemetery contracting with the city for the maintenance of the cemetery. Staff recently met with the cemetery board and worked through the logistics and financial aspects of the possible change. Provided to council was information about current cost for the cemetery and what the cost savings for the cemetery would be to contract with the city for maintenance. Staff explained how this would work and how it would affect the city.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to move forward with drafting a contract between Lakin-Commanche Cemetery and the City of Ellinwood with the city supplying contract labor for the care and maintenance of the cemetery beginning January 1, 2027. This will include creating a Sexton position within the city and the hiring of an additional employee to share between the city and cemetery, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
10. Designation Official Depository: Each year the Mayor designates, with the consent of council, the institutions that may serve as depositories for City funds.  The institutions recommended for this designation are:

Sunflower Bank, N.A.

Peoples Bank & Trust

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to accept the designations as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by           Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

11. Designation of Official Newspaper: Each year the Mayor shall designate, with the consent of Council, the official newspaper for publication of city notices. The Ellinwood Leader is the only operating newspaper in Ellinwood and is recommended for designation as the official newspaper. Staff suggested designating the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to accept the designation of the Ellinwood Leader as primary official newspaper and the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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12. Appointment of Fire Committee: Each year the mayor appoints two members of the council to represent the city in discussion with the two townships for contractual services to the fire district.  This appointment is
subject to council approval.  Generally, the townships each pay 1/3 of the operating costs plus ½ of the direct rural equipment costs.

Mayor Fullbright recommended the appointment of Councilmembers Kirk Clawson and Jon Prescott to the Fire Committee.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to accept the appointments as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

13. Annual Appointment of Department Directors: As provided by City Code, the Mayor, with consent of council, may appoint the city officers/directors.  

The following Department Directors are recommended for appointments:

Street, Solid Waste & Parks Superintendent – Kevin Clair

Electric Superintendent – Jon Perron

Chief of Police – Chance Bailey

City Clerk – Stephanie Dunnaway

City Treasurer – Lacey Schofield

City Administrator – Chris Komarek

Municipal Judge – Charles Pike

Fire Chief – Spencer Proffitt

EMS Director – Brittney Bailey

City Attorney – Mark Tremaine 
Water/Wastewater Superintendent – Spencer Proffitt

A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the annual appointment of Department Directors as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for April 2026.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for April and an EMS report for calls for April.

4. Staff Report:
a.) Jon, Blake, Matt, Lacey, Brittney and Chris attended a class put on by KPP Electric that consisted of Basics of Electric.
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b.)  Street department was working on 5th and Fritz Street replacing curb and guttering.
c.)  Water department has been working on getting the pool ready to open for the season then will be coming back to work on main street water main replacement.
d.)  Power plant finished repairing the antifreeze line and installed the new cooling tower.
e.)  Police department has started on code enforcement of sending out weed letters.

f.)  Staff stated that Great Bend EMS made changes and they are not transferring any patients out of the city of Great Bend.  Ellinwood EMS may have to update their policies for transfers.

K.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:50 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
