 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MARCH 10, 2026
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Kirk Clawson, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. Councilmember Ken Lebbin and City attorney Mark Tremaine were absent. City administrator Chris Komarek and City Clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the amended agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the February 10, 2026, council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                 to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
H. VISITORS: Brittney Bailey, Jon Perron, Herschel West, Delwyn Crabtree, Jarrod Carr, and Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to Mark Pohlman for his 35 years of service to the Ellinwood Fire Department.
2. Solid Waste Review: Representatives Delwyn Crabtree and Herschel West from Stutzman Refuse Disposal were in attendance to review with council how the first year of trash service has gone. There were no issues from either Stutzman’s or the city at this time. This was a courtesy visit.
3. General Liability, Property, and Casualty Insurance Renewal: The City’s general liability, property and casualty and worker’s compensation insurance is up for renewal.  This year’s renewal premium is $232,054.00.  Overall, there was an increase of $20,261.00 in insurance premium costs beginning April 1, 2026. Most of the increase is due to an across-the-board 4% increase in property value. 
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The city has been issued a rebate check of $18,673.00 from the 2025 policy. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the general liability, property and casualty, and worker’s compensation insurance renewal as presented in the amount of $232,054.00, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
4. Sale of One Ton Truck: Staff recently replaced the chassis on the rescue truck on the fire department. The city placed the old unit for sale by sealed bid, which was opened on Monday, March 9th.  Several bids were submitted and the highest bid was $2,500.00 from Alan Pohlman.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the sale of the one-ton truck in the amount of $2,500.00 to Alan Pohlman, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

5. Power Plant Repairs: The city recently had an antifreeze leak develop on a 6” steel line that runs outside the power plant radiator from engine #1 (Big OP). Staff have received two bids to replace a section of the line. This will require hiring a welder to make these repairs. Presented to council was an estimate from Strikin Arcs Welding in the amount of $11,387.79 and an estimate from Liebl Welding in the amount of $17,915.56.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the estimate from Strikin Arcs Welding to repair the antifreeze leak in the amount of $11,387.79, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

6. Power Plant Generation: Back in January a study session was held and discussed an opportunity to share costs with KPP Energy for a new generator at the power plant.  KPP has released an RFP to allow cities to make this cost share offer if they desire to. The RFP must be returned by April 9th. Staff discussed the options in greater detail at the meeting. Staff discussed offering 20% which would be approximately $680,000.00 with a 4.33% fixed interest rate which would be approximately $85,000.00 to $90,000.00 a year for ten years.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to submit the RFP offer of 20% with a 4.33% fixed interest rate for a new generator, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
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7. Date for Study Session: Staff would like to set up another study session to discuss two issues that are still pending. First meet with school and library staff to work towards a final decision on city funding for library operations. Second, staff would like to continue discussions on the annual payment or possible acquisition of the electric substation. It was suggested that a meeting be set up at 2pm on Monday March 23rd or Tuesday March 24th.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to set study session for Tuesday, March 24th at 2:00 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

8. Sale of Lot #8: Jacob and Jessica Keener have made a request to purchase lot #8 in the NW Development. The previous set price was $35,692.00
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to move forward with the sale of lot #8 to Jacob and Jessica Keener in the amount of $35,692.00, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for February 2026.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for February and an EMS report for calls for February.

4. Staff Report: 
a. Staff have been moving dirt south of the Airport and rented an excavator to take out trees.
b. The powerplant leak is being fixed.

c. Chance has been covering shift due to officer being out with surgery.

d. The old hospital is close to being ready for demolition.

e. Half of the shed the old hospital had on their lot is being given to the city and will be put up for storage at some point.
f. New utility/accounting software began at the beginning of March.

g. Water department will start finishing up work on main street soon.

h. The old bucket truck has been sold.
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K. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:06 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
