CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AUGUST 12, 2025
    7:00 P.M.

A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Kirk Clawson, Jon Prescott, Ken Lebbin and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.  Councilmember Scott Tillotson was absent. City attorney Mark Tremaine was present, city administrator Chris Komarek and city clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the amended agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve minutes for the July 8, 2024, council meeting and July 21, 2025, special council meeting seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember   Jon Prescott                                                                              to authorize payment of bills and claims processed also ratifying B & H Paving invoice to include two additional city blocks of street sealing at $4707.00, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
H. VISITORS: Brittney Bailey, Seth Schartz, Sherri Holmes, Rob Dove
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Approval of 2026 Budget: The budget public hearing was held at 6:45 p.m. during a special council meeting. Once the public hearing is held, an ordinance must be passed adopting the budget.  Adoption of the proposed budget does not require spending the amounts adopted; however, the adopted budget allows those amounts to be utilized when necessary.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the 2026 proposed budget and adopt Ordinance 2025-15 an ordinance approving, adopting and appropriating, by fund the budget of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas for the year beginning January 1, 2026, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
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2. Library Report and Committee Appointment: Librarian Sheri Holmes was present to discuss activities at the library and to also request an appointment be made for a city representative to be on a committee to discuss future activities and funding for the Community Library. Ms. Holmes suggested appointing City Administrator Chris Komarek and Councilmember Jacque Isern to the library committee.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the appointment of City Administrator Chris Komarek and Councilmember Jacque Isern to the library committee, seconded by Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.
3. Façade Grant Request: Provided to council was a façade grant application that the county commission has received from the Ellinwood Emporium.  Per the agreement between the city and Barton County with the new façade grant program both the county and city must approve the grant application. Staff believe there are some problems with the application and recommended to table this request to a future date. 
With some discussion council agreed to table Façade Grant for 30-60 days to see if property owner gets a few things resolved.

4. Wayfinding Sign Project: Several years ago, Rob Dove presented to the council a sign project to help direct people to places of interest in our community. Mr. Dove wishes to make this project happen and has put together a plan that includes an estimated cost. Mr. Dove attended the meeting and discussed the proposal in detail.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the Wayfinding Sign Project in the amount of up to $12,000, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

5. Community Endowment Fund: Employees Brittney Bailey and Jon Perron are currently enrolled in a yearlong CPM (certified public manager) course. As part of their requirements, they must put together a capstone project. Brittney has been working on creating an endowment fund for community projects. Provided to council was her plan for review.  
With some discussion council agreed to have staff and Brittney work together at getting a final draft of project and bring back to council at a future council meeting.
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6. Consider Adopting 2025 Uniform Public Offense Code: The League of Kansas Municipalities publishes annually an updated Uniform Public Offense Code, which includes all criminal offenses not related to traffic.  The City currently utilizes the 2024 edition.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to adopt Ordinance 2025-16, an ordinance regulating public offenses within the corporate limits of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas incorporating by reference the “Uniform Public Offense Code for Kansas Cities”, Edition of 2025 and repealing Ordinance 2024-11.  Councilmember Ken Lebbin seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

7. Consider Adopting 2025 Standard Traffic Offense Code: The League of Kansas Municipalities publishes annually an updated Standard Traffic Offense Code, which includes all traffic offenses.  The city currently utilizes the 2024 edition.

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Ordinance 2025-17, an ordinance regulating traffic within the corporate limits of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas; incorporating by reference the “Standard Traffic Ordinance for Kansas Cities’, Edition of 2025, providing certain

penalties and repealing Ordinance 2024-12.  Councilmember Jacque Isern seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

8. NW Addition Final Plat: Both the preliminary and final plats for the NW Addition have been reviewed and approved by the planning commission. Provided to council was the final plat for the council’s review and possible approval.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the final plat for the NW Addition as presented, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.
9. Covenants: Provided to council was the final draft of the covenants that staff have put together and are recommending it being adopted and applied to the new housing area in the northwest corner of town.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the covenants as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.
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10. Sale of NW Addition Lots: It’s hopeful that lots of the new Northwest Addition will be available for sale in the very near future. Staff have been working on how the expense of the development could be applied to the cost of the lots. Provided to council was the plat map showing each individual lot costs based off two different equations, one by total square footage and the other by total square footage and linear footage of curb and gutter combined. Staff reviewed these calculations in more detail at the meeting.
With some discussion staff will continue to work on the formula and present to council at a later date.

11. Discussion of Health Insurance: It’s time for the annual renewal of our employee health insurance plan. Staff will have a meeting with our BCBS representative on Wednesday, the day after the council meeting to review the renewal policy. While we don’t have all the information, we do know the expected increase is 9.5%, we have budgeted in 2026 for up to a 10% increase. With that expected increase in cost staff will put together a plan that hopefully can be approved at the next meeting in September.
12. Staff Report:
a.)    Chris will be gone from August 15 to August 19. 
b.)  Chris will not be here for the September meeting he will be on vacation.
c.)    KPP Conference is coming up in September.
d.)    Swimming Pool is closing on Saturday August 16th.
e.)    Staff will be finishing one manhole and finish grading within the next week at the northwest development site.

f.)     Stone will be moving dirt this week at the new development.
g.)   When staff are finished with NW development they will move back to the water line project on Main Street between the Wolf Hotel and 1st Street.

h.)  Stone and Sharkey are about 30-45 days out to start on curb and guttering in the NW development.

i.)    Street sealing has been finished.

j.)   On the September agenda Justin Joiner will be present to discuss building a new MIH 4-plex.
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13. Executive Session-Review of Confidential Information related to Individual Delinquent Utility Accounts: An executive session was requested for discussion of review of confidential information of individual delinquent utility accounts. A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 45-221(a)(26) for the review of delinquent utility account information. Executive session will be for five (5) minutes beginning at 9:00 p.m. until 9:05 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator, city clerk and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried. All voting in favor. The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:00 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 9:05 p.m.  No action taken.

14. Consideration to Write Off Delinquent Utility Accounts: The auditors recommend the city annually review delinquent utility accounts and write off those accounts which are becoming aged.  A review and write-off of older accounts provides the city with a more accurate account of collectible accounts receivable at year end.  Although the accounts are written off, the city will continue with collection efforts including referral of the accounts to the State of Kansas Setoff program to offset against tax refunds or funds.  The City’s percentage of bad debts is very low.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve for write-off, the list of delinquent utility accounts totaling $7,661.69, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

15. Executive Session for Matters Deemed Privileged in Attorney-Client Relationship: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that city council recess this meeting to an executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(2) for the sole purpose of consulting with the city attorney on matters deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship. The executive session will last for fifteen (15) minutes, beginning at 9:08 p.m. and ending at 9:23 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time.  The people to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator and City Attorney. Councilmember Ken Lebbin seconded the motion. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:08 p.m.
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Meeting reconvened at 9:23 p.m.  No action taken. A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to recess into executive session for an additional ten (10) minutes for the discussion of matters deemed privileged in attorney-client relationship pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(2). The executive session will last for ten (10) minutes, beginning at 9:25 p.m. and ending at 9:35 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time. Persons to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator and City Attorney.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:35 p.m 
Meeting reconvened at 9:35 p.m.  No action taken
J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for July, 2025.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for July and an EMS report for calls for July.        
K.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jon Prescott that the meeting be adjourned at 9:36 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
