 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MAY 13, 2025
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Kirk Clawson, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson, and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Jane Isern, city administrator Chris Komarek and City Clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.   

C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve minutes for the April 8, 2025, council meeting and April 28 and May 6, 2025, special council meetings, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin                                     to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Brittney Bailey, Chance Bailey, Delaney Smith representing Adams Brown, Rick Standlee, Jacci Standlee, Joe Rajewsky
Joe Rajewsky voiced concerns about the Golf Cart Ordinance not allowing driving after sundown if carts have lights and requiring a slow-moving vehicle sign.

Jacci Standlee voiced concerns about the animal ordinance with feeding feral cats and was upset about tickets being written for feeding the feral cats.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to Ryan Komarek for his 15 years of service to the Fire Department. 
2. 2024 Audit Report: Presented to council was the 2024 audit report.  Delaney Smith, a representative of Adams Brown LLC, was present to review the audit with council and stated the City received an unmodified 
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opinion which means the financial statements present fairly the cash and unencumbered cash balances of the City as of December 31, 2024.  She also reported there were no statutory violations. A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to accept the 2024 audit report as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

3. Library Board Appointment: The Ellinwood School/Community Library is a library designed to serve both the school and community.  The library receives funding from both the City of Ellinwood and USD 355.  There is

a separate library board that oversees the operation of the library.  There is currently one opening on the board. 
Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Kyla Pearce to serve on the library board for a four-year term.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the appointment as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.                                                   

4. Animal Ordinance Amendment: At the April 8th meeting Police Chief Chance Bailey requested crocodilians be added to the list of exotic animals that should not be allowed inside the city limits.  Presented to council was ordinance 2025-10 adding crocodilians to that list.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve Ordinance 2025-10, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

5. Ordinance for Consumption of Alcohol on Public Property: Presented to council for review was Ordinance 2025-11, an ordinance that allows for the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages around the First and Main area as described in the ordinance from 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 18th, 2025 to 1:00 a.m. on Saturday July 19th and then again from 5:00 p.m. Saturday July 19th to 1:00 a.m. on Sunday July 20th in association with the beverage tent and the After Harvest Festival.

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve Ordinance 2025-11 an ordinance exempting certain following described public property, the title of which is vested in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas to permit the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages thereon, as authorized by charter ordinance No. 5 of said city and establishing the time when such exemption shall be effective.  Motion was 
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seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
6. Annexation Ordinance: Staff presented to council ordinance 2025-12 to annex three parcels of land. Parcel “A” includes the west half of Park Street belonging to the county and included in this parcel is a 30-foot-wide 
area that runs parallel to Park Street that the city owns and is used for utilities. Parcel “B” is located on N Kennedy and owned by Danielle Weber. This parcel is 36 x 180 and lays between her residence at 1002 N Kennedy and the residence at 1100 N. Kennedy. Parcel “C” is owned by Greg Patten, it is 185 x 234 and located west of his residence at 1100 N. Kennedy. Staff have met with all three property owners and secured approval by a written petition from all the owners.   
A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve Ordinance 2025-12, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

7. Ambulance Fee Increase: Presented to council for review was Ordinance 2025-13, regarding fees for ambulance services. These rates are based off Medicare allowances. Our last rate increase was in December 2022, and the new rates suggested are consistent with the other Barton County EMS services. Presented to council was a copy of the proposed rates and the current rates adopted in 2022. Each of the transport charges increased by ten dollars. Presented to council was ordinance 2025-13 with the new rate schedule included in it for possible adoption.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve Ordinance No. 2025-13, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. Sale of Used Tractor: At the April meeting the council approved to move to a rental program with John Deere for a tractor that will be used for mowing ditches and turning the compost site. The city will receive that tractor in two weeks and staff would like to proceed with selling the old tractor. Staff discussed selling the tractor on the Agrivision auction website and discussed the minimum price of selling the tractor should be no less than $40,000.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the sale of the tractor with a minimum bid of no less than $40,000, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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9. Street Sealing Project/Quote: Between the years of 2016 and 2018 all the asphalt streets were chip sealed. In 2021 we were able to start over again sealing approximately 13 blocks (25%) of asphalt streets. In 2023 and 2024 we felt like crack filling was more of a need than a overall chip seal so we began crack sealing the asphalt and some concrete streets due to larger cracks becoming a concern. Staff feel like it is past time to get back on the chip sealing. Presented to council was a quote from B&H Paving in the amount of $67,500 for sealing approximately 30,000 square yards of pavement. This should get between 30% to 40% of the asphalt streets re-sealed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the quote from B&H Paving in the amount of $67,500 to re-seal asphalt streets, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

10. New Office Software: For many years the city has used Tyler Technologies computer software for office operations. Several months ago, staff were notified that the current program will no longer be supported at the end of 2026.  The city must decide by June 30, 2025, if we wish to remain with Tyler Technologies.  Staff have researched several software companies and obtained several price quotes. Presented to council were the following quotes:
Tyler Technologies


Startup Cost

$76,525.00


Annual Cost

$17,845.00

Edmunds Govtech


Startup Cost

$43,300.00


Annual Cost 

$23,100.00

Jayhawk


Startup Cost 

$20,664.00


Annual Cost 

$5,514.00

Staff recommended Jayhawk Software to replace the software that will no longer be supported.  Jayhawk will do everything that the city requires to run and is also the least expensive option.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the quote from Jayhawk in the amount of $20,664.00 and the yearly cost of $5,514.00 to replace Tyler Technologies software, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
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11. KS Gas Service Agreement for NW Addition: Presented to council was an agreement between Kansas Gas Service and the city for the installation of natural gas infrastructure that will be utilized by the houses constructed in the new NW addition. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the agreement with KGS, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

12. NW Addition Covenants: As part of the new housing development, staff believe we should put some covenants in place to help control the aesthetics of the new housing area.  Presented to council was a list of items that the city has used in prior housing development areas as well as some that other cities have implemented in their communities. 
After some discussion the covenants were tabled for now.
13. Designation of Official Depository: Each year the Mayor designates, with the consent of council, the institutions that may serve as depositories for City funds.  The institutions recommended for this designation are:

Sunflower Bank, N.A.

Peoples Bank & Trust

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to accept the designations as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by           Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

14. Designation of Official Newspaper: Each year the Mayor shall designate, with the consent of Council, the official newspaper for publication of city notices. The Ellinwood Leader is the only operating newspaper in Ellinwood and is recommended for designation as the official newspaper. Staff suggested designating the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to accept the designation of the Ellinwood Leader as primary official newspaper and the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor  
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15. Appointment of Fire Committee: Each year the Mayor appoints two members of the council to represent the City in discussion with the two townships for contractual services to the fire district.  This appointment is
subject to council approval.  Generally, the townships each pay 1/3 of the operating costs plus ½ of the direct rural equipment costs.

Mayor Fullbright recommended the appointment of Councilmembers Kirk Clawson and Jon Prescott to the Fire Committee.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to accept the appointments as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

16. Annual Appointment of Department Directors: As provided by City Code, the Mayor, with consent of council, may appoint the city officers/directors.  

The following Department Directors are recommended for appointment:

Street, Solid Waste & Parks Superintendent – Kevin Clair

Electric Superintendent – Jon Perron

Chief of Police – Chance Bailey

City Clerk – Stephanie Dunnaway

City Treasurer – Lacey Schofield

City Administrator – Chris Komarek

Municipal Judge – Charles Pike

Fire Chief – Spencer Proffitt

EMS Director – Brittney Bailey

City Attorney – Mark Tremain (effective June 1st)
Water/Wastewater Superintendent – Spencer Proffitt

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the annual appointment of Department Directors as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for April, 2025.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for April and an EMS report for calls for April.
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4. Staff Report:
a.)  Electric department went to Luray for two days to help finish up their line to their elevator.
b.)  Street department has been grading alleys and patching streets before chip repair starts.
c.)  The street department will have two part-time employees starting in the next couple of weeks.
d.)   Power Plant has relays for the switch gear on order.
e.)   Chris will be attending the APPA conference in June; therefore, he will be absent from the June city council meeting.
f.)   Mark Tremaine will be here for his first city council meeting in June, stepping in as the new city attorney.
g.)  Junes council agenda will have the Sidewinders CMB License, appointment to the Rec Board, body and car cameras for the PD and cooling tower quote.
h.)  Trash trucks and recycling trailer have been sold.

i.)   Staff have been working with Brightspeed to stop them from putting temporary fiber drop cables across the ground. There are some that have been in place across the ground for 6 months and are causing problems in the neighborhoods for both the citizens and the city. Due to a lack of communication and staff changes within their company they don’t even know where some of these are at. This experience has not gone well, and they know we are not happy about it, but we currently have a new contact person with Brightspeed who is trying to correct the problem. City staff will continue to stay active to fix this issue. 
j.)   Staff is working on the Budget and will be staying at Revenue Neutral and maybe having a discussion with the school about the library budget.

k.)   Plans for downtown streetscape are back and are being reviewed by city staff.
l.)   Staff have a meeting with the water, street and electric department this week.

m.)  The pool has been painted, and the splash pad is on.

n.)   A crew will be in town this week to take apart the fill pipe on the water tower.

o.)   Water well #2 may be finished in the next week or two.
p.)   Sanitary sewer installation for the NW Development will start approximately June 1st and the expected finish time is six weeks.

q.)   PD received $1000 from the Click-it or ticket program.

r.)    PD received a grant to get an AED

K.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jon Prescott that the meeting be adjourned at 9:31 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
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                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
