 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MARCH 11, 2025
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Kirk Clawson, Ken Lebbin, Jon Prescott and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City attorney Jane Isern, city administrator Chris Komarek and City Clerk Stephanie Dunnaway were present.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the February 11, 2025, council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                      to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Building and Utility Code Ordinances: At the February 11, 2025, council meeting council was presented several Building and Utility Code Ordinances.  After discussion several changes were requested before final approval.

Presented to council was an updated version of electrical code Ordinance 2025-4 an Ordinance amending Chapter 4 Article 3 to include suggested changes for the council to consider.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve Ordinance 2025-4 as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
Presented to council was an updated version of building code Ordinance 2025-5 an Ordinance amending Chapter 4 Article 2 to include suggested changes for the council to consider.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve Ordinance 2025-5 as presented, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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Presented to council was an updated version of plumbing code Ordinance 2025-6 an Ordinance amending Chapter 4 Article 4 to include suggested changes for the council to consider.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve Ordinance 2025-6 as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

H. VISITORS: Jarrod Carr, Brittney Bailey, Krystal Schartz, Seth Schartz, Kevin Clair, Mark Tremaine
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to Seth Schartz for his 5 years of service to the Street Department.
2. City Attorney Agreement: In late 2024 the City was given notice that the law firm Isern and Carpenter will be closing effective May 31, 2025. Jane and Chris have been working on filling the position of city attorney and were in contact with Attorney Mark Tremaine for the services of the city attorney.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the agreement with Attorney Mark Tremaine and the city to fill the position of city attorney beginning on June 1st, 2025, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

Councilmember Scott Tillotson arrived at 7:18 p.m.

3. After Harvest Festival Activities and Locations:  Staff discussed that the activities for the 52nd annual After Harvest Festival on July 17th – 19th, 2025 would not change much and festivities will remain downtown. All food vendors will be located outside of the fence in the block that 10-39 restaurant is located. Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce requests the use of the city facilities for the festival.    
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve use of the city facilities for the Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce After Harvest Festival, July 17th – July 19th, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
4. General Liability, Property, and Casualty Insurance Renewal: The City’s general liability, property and casualty and worker’s compensation insurance is up for renewal.  This year’s renewal premium is $213,916 
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compared to $202,637 which is an increase of $11,279.  Staff explained there are areas of coverage that have seen increases and others that saw a 
reduction.  There was a substantial increase in the ambulance malpractice plus a much higher deductible on the policy.  Due to lower claims there was a reduction on the workman comp policy that will help offset the ambulance increase.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the general liability, property and casualty, and worker’s compensation insurance renewal as presented, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. Bat-wing Mower Purchase: Staff explained the current bat-wing mower sees extensive use in mowing the airport and all the ditches around town, including several miles of large drainage ditches located both north and south of the city.  Staff would like council to consider replacing this mower before much more use which would likely result in more extensive maintenance costs while it still has some trade in value.                                                       

Presented to council were the following 2 quotes:


Murphy Tractor
John Deere    
$19,900.00 with trade in

            Lang Diesel

Rhino

$19,000.00 with trade in

Staff recommended the John Deere mower due to compatible parts in the City’s existing inventory and Murphy Tractor has maintenance parts on hand.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the purchase of the bat-wing mower from Murphy Tractor in the amount of $19,900, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

6. Solid Waste Update: Staff explained that after one month of contracting out solid waste it appeared that operations were moving along in good fashion.  Staff reviewed operations, financials, and discussed the sale of three solid waste trucks. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jaque Isern to approve moving forward with the sale of the three solid waste trucks by receiving sealed bids, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MARCH 11, 2025

7:00 P.M.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for February 2025.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for February and an EMS report for calls for February.

4. Staff Report: 
a. Staff is working hard on the NW development.  Storm pipes are in and the water line is being put in.  The sanitary sewer will take a while to finish due to more steps involved.  Head wall maybe going in next week and to follow will be the electric.

b. Subdivision Regulations will be taken to the planning commission to review and if approved will be brought to council in April to be approved by council.

c. The planning commission meeting is scheduled for Monday March 17th, 2025.  There will be a variance request made, and a re-zoning request made at this meeting.
d. The building materials for the new shop building will be delivered on Tuesday March 18th, 2025.  Staff will need to get the dirt pad made before they can build the shop.

e. The city is in need of a spool of wire. The cost is between $12,000 and $15,000.  Will be presenting to council at the next meeting.

f. Staff will need to start enforcing environmental codes with the start of spring and summer.

g. Staff explained that the pump installed in 2017 at Wolf Pond needs to be replaced with a cost of approximately $5,000.

h. Staff will be working on the Newsletter in early April for mailing before the city-wide garage sale.
i. Staff explained that John Deere has a program which the city could participate in a yearly lease that will allow the city to lease a new tractor yearly and John Deere would insure the leased tractor. The tractor that pulls the batwing mower has a value of $50,000 to $70,000 that could be sold and will allow the city to participate in the lease program.
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K. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jacque Isern that the meeting be adjourned at 8:19 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Stephanie Dunnaway, City Clerk
