 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MAY 14, 2024
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. Councilmember Kirk Clawson was absent. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.  Also present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Irlan Fullbright explained an addition was made to the agenda adding an executive session for discussion of property acquisition. A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the April 9, 2024 council meeting and April 30, 2024 special council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin                                                                                           to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Chance Bailey, Brittney Bailey, Carol Gilmore, Sheri Holmes, Danielle Hollingshead, Jarrod Carr, Seth Schartz, John Rimer, Spencer Proffitt, Jim Elsen, Nick Strecker and INA employees 
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: Service awards were presented to the following city employees for their years of service to the City of Ellinwood.  The awards were presented to:
Jim Elsen – 35 years – Fire Department

Cody Waite – 15 years – Fire Department
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2. 2023 Audit Report: Presented to council was the 2023 audit report.  Danielle Hollingshead, a representative of Adams Brown LLC was present to review the audit with council and stated the City received an unmodified opinion which means the financial statements present fairly the cash and unencumbered cash balances of the City as of December 31, 2023.  She also reported there were no statutory violations. A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to accept the 2023 audit report as presented, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

3. Water Tower Maintenance Bids: Staff explained the 2020 and 2023 inspection reports for the south water tower, located at 207 West 1st Street, recommended significant maintenance work to both the interior and exterior of the structure.  Staff prepared an RFP (request for proposal) detailing the needed work and it was published and sent to several companies.  Staff noted the RFP also stated that the tank sides will be painted white and the bottom of the tank along with the legs will be painted aluminum.  Staff explained city council will need to decide if the roof is to be painted blue or white. The bids received were as follows:
         
Maguire 

       $128,841 (Does not meet RFP specified colors)


USG Water Solutions        $116,679 ($120,879 Blue roof/lettering)

            Viking Industrial Painting $  99,950 (with or without blue roof/lettering)

A representative from Viking Industrial Painting was present at the meeting to answer any questions regarding the RFP. Staff explained this expense would be paid with ARPA funds. A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the quote from Viking Industrial Painting in the amount of $99,950 with the painting of the roof and lettering to be blue, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
4. Library Report: Sheri Holmes with the Ellinwood Community Library was present to give council an update of library operations.
Ms. Holmes shared with council the 2025 budget for the library. Total income and expenses were $35,255, with the City and Central Kansas Library System (CKLS) providing the majority of the income.  Ms. Holmes also explained that the library receives in kind support from the school in the amount of $100,115.
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5. Library Board Appointment:  The Ellinwood School/Community Library is a library designed to serve both the school and community.  The library receives funding from both the City of Ellinwood and USD 355.  There is
a separate library board that oversees the operation of the library.  There is currently one opening on the board. 

Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Amy Wheeler to serve on the library board for a four-year term.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the appointment as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.                                                   

6. Discussion of Main Street Parking: Staff explained over the past year there have been changes to business in the downtown area that have created some parking congestion issues and with the opening of 10-39 Café the parking problems have increased. Justin Lear with Eagle Mutual was present to address council regarding the street parking directly north of his parking lot.  Mr. Lear explained there have been issues with cars blocking the parking lot making it a safety concern for his employees when they are leaving work.  Staff addressed the issue and said the city could paint some yellow no parking lines in the affected area. 
Overnight city street parking was also discussed. Nick Strecker, representing INA was present and informed council the majority of long-term travel and/or overnight parking is now primarily limited to their parking lot. 
Staff will research the possibility of adding additional parking spaces. 

7. Ordinance for Consumption of Alcohol on Public Property: Presented to council for review was Ordinance 2024-4, an ordinance that allows for the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages around the First and Main area as described in the ordinance from 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 19th, 2024 to 1:00 a.m on Saturday July 20th and then again from 5:00 p.m. Saturday July 20th to 1:00 a.m on Sunday July 21st in association with the beverage tent and the After Harvest Festival.

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve Ordinance 2024-4 an ordinance exempting certain following described public property, the title of which is vested in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas to permit the consumption of enhanced cereal malt beverages thereon, as authorized by charter ordinance No. 5 of said city and establishing the 
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time when such exemption shall be effective.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
8. Sidewinders Cereal Malt Beverage License Application: Presented to council was an application for a cereal malt beverage license submitted by the Kansas Sidewinders Motorcycle Club for operation of a beverage tent at the After Harvest Festival beginning Friday, July 19, 2024, at 5:00 pm to 12:01 am on Sunday, July 21, 2024.

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the cereal malt beverage application for operation outside of the Kansas Sidewinders Motorcycle Club building at the After Harvest Festival for the days and times noted above for the licensed premise as outlined in Ordinance 2024-4.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

9. Electric Rate Review: At the April 9th, 2024 council meeting, council adopted a new electric rate structure that included increasing base rates and at the same time changed the definition of rates from single and three phase to residential and commercial. After the implementation of this structure a concern has surfaced regarding what classifies meters as residential versus commercial.  Concerns have been raised regarding storage buildings, garages, etc.  After some discussion, it was clarified that all meters will be charged the residential rate unless they are operating as a commercial business.   
10. Electric Transformer Purchase: Staff explained the electric department has requested the purchase of several pad mount transformers to increase the number we have on hand for spares. Staff explained an opportunity has arisen to possibly purchase some pad mount transformers at a reduced price and requested this issue be tabled awaiting additional information. 
11. Designation of Official Depository: Each year the Mayor designates, with the consent of council, the institutions that may serve as depositories for City funds.  The institutions recommended for this designation are:

Sunflower Bank, N.A.

Peoples Bank & Trust

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to accept the designations as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by           Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
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12. Designation of Official Newspaper: Each year the Mayor shall designate, with the consent of Council, the official newspaper for publication of city notices. The Ellinwood Leader is the only operating newspaper in Ellinwood and is recommended for designation as the official newspaper. Staff suggested designating the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to accept the designation of the Ellinwood Leader as primary official newspaper and the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor  

13. Appointment of Fire Committee: Each year the Mayor appoints two members of the council to represent the City in discussion with the two townships for contractual services to the fire district.  This appointment is

subject to council approval.  Generally, the townships each pay 1/3 of the operating costs plus ½ of the direct rural equipment costs.

Mayor Fullbright recommended the appointment of Councilmembers Kirk Clawson and Jon Prescott to the Fire Committee.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to accept the appointments as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

14. Staff Report:
a.)  Staff explained work has begun at the bandshell and is hopeful for it to 

      be completed by the end of the week.

b.)  Street crews are mowing and spraying and a part time employee,

      Jonathon Mason has been hired to assist in all departments.
c.)  Water crews have been working on the pool, and then will be back on
       water main on First street
d.)   Staff explained the power plant generated for 12 hours yesterday,
       while Midwest Energy was performing scheduled maintenance.
e.)   Staff reported the new electric department pickup has been placed in
       service. The original pickup bed was brought back so the City can sell
       it.
f.)   Staff will be attending a budget workshop and will begin to work on
       the budget
g.)  Staff explained there has been an update to the Sidewalk TA grant 

      funding. Any additional costs will be funded by KDOT at 80% with

      the city responsible for the remaining 20%. 
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h.)  Chris will be gone at an APPA conference and then on vacation from 
       June 10th through the June 14th.

15. Executive Session for the Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel: An executive session is requested for discussion of individual employees’ performance.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session for the purpose of discussion of individual employees’ performance pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(1).  Executive session will be for ten (10) minutes beginning at 8:45 p.m. until 8:55   p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All present voting in favor. The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:45 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 8:55 p.m.  No action taken.
16. Annual Appointment of Department Directors: As provided by City Code, the Mayor, with consent of council, may appoint the city officers/directors.  

The following Department Directors are recommended for appointment:



Street, Solid Waste & Parks Superintendent – Kevin Clair

Electric Superintendent – Jon Perron

Chief of Police – Chance Bailey

City Clerk – Kim Schartz

City Treasurer – Stephanie Dunnaway

City Administrator – Chris Komarek

Municipal Judge – Charles Pike

Fire Chief – Spencer Proffitt

EMS Director – Brittney Bailey

City Attorney – Isern and Carpenter

Water/Wastewater Superintendent – Spencer Proffitt

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the annual appointment of Department Directors as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
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17. Executive Session for Matters Deemed Priviliged in Attorney-Client Relationship: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin that city council recess this meeting to an executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(2) for the sole purpose of consulting with the city attorney on matters deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship. The executive session will last for ten (10) minutes beginning at 9:00 p.m. and ending at 9:10 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time.  The people to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney. Councilmember Scott Tillotson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:00 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 9:10 p.m.  No action taken.
18. Executive session of Discussion of Property Acquisition: An executive session was requested for discussion of the acquisition of property. A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319 (b) (6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of real property relating to a sanitary sewer easement. Executive session will be for fifteen (15) minutes beginning at 9:15 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time. Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney. Motion seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:15 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 9:30 pm. No action taken.

J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for April, 2024.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for April and an EMS report for calls for April.
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K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jon Prescott that the meeting be adjourned at 9:35 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Tillotson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
