 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
APRIL 9, 2024
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson, Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. Councilmember Ken Lebbin was absent. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.  Also present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve minutes for the March 12, 2024 council meeting seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                        to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Kevin Clair, Mike & Carol Gilmore, Brittney Bailey, Stephanie Dunnaway, Seth Schartz, Jarrod Carr, Blake Stegman, Scott Anderson, Chris Robl and Ethan Robl.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Sale of Used City Pick-up: The city advertised the sale of the 2006 Chevy pick-up by placing a for sale sign in the window and parking it in front of the city shop.  The city received 8 sealed bids for the 2006 Chevy pickup that was used at the wastewater treatment plant.  The bids ranged from $750 to $3076.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the high bid of $3076 from Stewart’s Salvage, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
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2. Ellinwood Small Business Round Table Group:  Scott Anderson, part owner of Kansas, Earth, and Sky was in attendance as a representative of the Ellinwood Small Business Roundtable Group. Mr. Anderson explained the roundtable group is not competing with the Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce.  The main purpose of the group is to bring local business owners together once a month for discussion of how local businesses can help each other and voice other concerns in a positive way.  Mr. Anderson also explained they have filed for a 501c6 non profit status.   
3. Recreation Commission Board Appointment: The Ellinwood Recreation Commission has two members appointed by the city. The position currently held by Cari Ringwald is open for appointment effective July 1, 2024. The City needs to make an appointment to fill this position for a four-year term. The open position was advertised in the local paper and one application was received.  Presented to council was an application from Kyle Nemnich.
Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Kyle Nemnich            to fill the four-year term which will end June, 2028.  A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the recommended appointment of Kyle Nemnich to fill the four-year term ending June, 2028, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.
4. Cereal Malt Beverage License Application:  Presented to city council was a cereal malt beverage application for 10-39 Café.  All background checks have been completed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the cereal malt beverage application for 10-39 Café and issue the license for 2024.  Seconded by councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
5. July 4th Fireworks Show: Presented to council for consideration was a proposed date of Thursday July 4th for a community fireworks display.   The commitment of city funds was also discussed, and staff explained, as in the past, letters will be sent out to area businesses requesting donations for the event. 
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After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the community fireworks display on July 4th and approve a city contribution of $5,000 plus insurance costs and apply any donations received to total show expenses, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  

6. Bandshell Improvements:  Staff explained the brick mason hired to work on the bandshell has promised to complete his part of the bandshell rehabilitation in the next few weeks.  Following the brick work, the concrete floor can be poured to finish the project.  Staff also explained that due to the delay, of the brick work, the original contractor approved to do the concrete work is not currently available and has recommended the city search for another concrete contractor.  Presented to council for review were the following 3 bids for the concrete work:  
Ramirez Construction LLC


$15,288.00
Christians Specialties, Inc.


$16,500.00
Eakin Enterprises



$28,740.80

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the bid from Ramirez Construction LLC in the amount of $15,288.00, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  

7. Water Tower Maintenance: Staff has been working on a “Request for Proposal” (RFP) for maintenance work to the 50,000 gallon water tower. It has been determined that the area of the tower that was painted turquoise can no longer be painted over with aluminum paint.  The turquoise paint is an acrylic paint and oil base cannot be put over it as it will not stick.  The city’s options are to sand blast that area to remove the acrylic paint, which will increase the cost significantly, or cover it with another coat of acrylic paint.  Staff is recommending using another acrylic paint to cover the turquoise areas and re-paint the existing aluminum areas (bottom bowl, railing and legs) back to aluminum.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to paint the tank sides with white acrylic paint and all other areas aluminum, with the color of the lid and lettering to be determined at a later date, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
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8. Electric Department Pick-up Purchase: At the September 2023 council meeting, city council approved to purchase a pick-up for the electric department from Marmie’s in Great Bend in the amount of $64,637. Staff recently discovered this truck was unable to be ordered at that time and the city never received that information.  Staff explained that Marmie’s staff has worked to find something comparable in specifications. Presented to council was a quote from Marmie Chevrolet Buick GMC LLC for a 2024 GMC Sierra 2500 in the amount of $69,986.50 including sales tax. 

After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the purchase of a 2024 GMC Sierra 2500 pick-up for the electric department in the amount of $69,986.50 from Marmie Chevrolet, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. Voting aye were Councilmember Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern and Scott Tillotson, Councilmember Jon Prescott voting nay.      
9. Electric Rates Adjustments: Staff explained to council that electric rates have not been increased since 1998. Presented to council was Ordinance 2024-3, an ordinance establishing new rates and charges to the users of the electrical services of the municipally owned and operated electrical utility of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas, classifying uses of the electrical services in the categories of residential and commercial and providing for the effective date of such rates and charges. A summary of the highlights is as follows:
Rate per kWh for residential meters                 $.16 per kWh

Rate per kWh for commercial meters

   First 1,000 kWh used                                     $.16 per kWh

   All kWh above the first 1,000                        $.145 per kWh

Monthly Service Charge-Residential

   $14.50 

Monthly Service Charge-Commercial
   $20.00

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to adopt Ordinance 2024-3, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

10. Staff Report:
a.)   Staff reported there will be a downtown event on April 20th, with all 

vendors to be set up in the parish center. There will also be 3 food trucks coming to the event, which will be set up on 1st Street.      

b.)   Staff reported there will be a 1039 Café soft opening for council
       members.
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c.)   Staff will be attending a flood plain kickoff meeting.
d.)   A newsletter was mailed out to residents, including a reminder about 
       clean up week and an explanation of the utility rate increases.        

e.)   Staff explained the Park Street ditch is to grade and the culvert pipes
       have been put in.

f.)   Staff reported city crews are working on moving the road at the
       compost site for the solar project.
g.)   The bids for the Wolf Hotel sidewalk project will be opened 

        tomorrow, April 10th at 2:00 p.m.  
11. Executive Session for Discussion of Property Acquisition: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that city council recess this meeting to an executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of real property relating to a sanitary sewer easement.  The executive session will last for ten (10)      minutes beginning at 9:10 p.m. and ending at 9:20 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time.  The people to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney. Councilmember Jon Prescott seconded the motion. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:10 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p.m.  No action taken.
12. Executive Session for Matters Deemed Priviliged in Attorney-Client Relationship: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that city council recess this meeting to an executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(2) for the sole purpose of consulting with the city attorney on matters deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship. The executive session will last for fifteen (15) minutes beginning at 9:25 p.m. and ending at 9:40 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time.  The people to remain for the executive session are the Governing Body, City Administrator, and City Attorney. Jon Prescott seconded the motion. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:25 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 9:40 p.m.  No action taken.
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J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for March, 2024.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for March and an EMS report for calls for March.

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:40 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
