 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MARCH 12, 2024
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Jon Prescott, Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the February 13, 2024 council meeting and the February 19, 2024 and February 27, 2024 special council meetings, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                      to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Brittney Bailey, Jarrod Carr, Kevin Clair, Chance Bailey, Josh Komarek, Scott Anderson, Seth Schartz, Stephanie Dunnaway, Nancy Baird, Gordon Eggers, Marguerite Feist
Gordon Eggers voiced concerns about traffic on 6th street around the grade school.  
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: Service awards were presented to the following city employees for their years of service to the City of Ellinwood.  The awards were presented to:
Ryan Wirtz – 20 years – Fire Department

Jon Perron – 15 years – Ambulance Department 
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2. Demolition Bids for Structures at 116 East 1st: On January 9, 2024 city council held a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. and passed a resolution condemning the dilapidated structures located at 116 East 1st. The property owners were instructed to raze and remove said structure within fifteen (15) days of the publication of the resolution or not later than February 2, 2024.  The property owners did nothing within the 15 days following the publication date. Staff placed an ad in the local newspaper and letters were sent to two area demolition contractors.  One bid was received from Stone Sand Co, Inc. in the amount of $13,600. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the bid from Stone Sand Co, Inc. for the demolition of the structures at 116 East 1st in the amount of $13,600, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

3. After Harvest Festival Activities and Locations: Nancy Baird representing the Chamber of Commerce was present to discuss activities for the 51st annual After Harvest Festival on July 18th – 20th, 2024 and request use of the city facilities.  Ms. Baird explained the current plans are for the festivities to be nearly the same as last year, remaining downtown. Scott Anderson owner of Earth & Sky Candle was present to discuss concerns about the fencing around his place of business.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve use of the city facilities for the Ellinwood Chamber of Commerce After Harvest Festival, July 18th – July 20th, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
4. General Liability, Property, and Casualty Insurance Renewal: The City’s general liability, property and casualty and worker’s compensation insurance is up for renewal.  This year’s renewal premium is $195,744 compared to $197,213 which is a decrease of $1469.  Staff explained there are notable changes to deductibles that could impact the city in the event of a wind or hailstorm. Property wind and hail per occurrence deductible went from $5000 to $50,000.  City council has the opportunity to lower the deductible from 50,000 to 25,000, at an additional premium cost of $3173.  The wind and hail deductible for the sewer treatment plant increased to $50,000 and increased to $75,000 for the power plant. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the general liability, property and casualty, and worker’s compensation insurance with the increased cost of $3173 to lower the wind and hail deductible renewal as presented, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. Discussion of Electric Rates: Staff is continuing work on the new electric rate schedule and is working with KPP staff on the rate study. Presented to council was a draft of an ordinance addressing proposed rates.  Staff explained customers will now be classified as either residential or commercial customers.  The classifications of single phase and 3 phase customers will be removed.  Proposed electrical rates are as follows:

Residential base charge                                           $14.50  
Rate per KWH for all residential meters                 $    .16 per kwh 

Commercial base charge                                          $20.00
            First 1000 kwh used per billing cycle                      $    .16 per kwh
            Above the first 1000 kwh used per billing cycle      $   .14  per kwh

Staff is continuing to review the above proposed rates and the calculation of the monthly power cost adjustment (PCA).  An ordinance addressing final rates will be presented at the April 9, 2024, meeting for approval.  

6. Easement for KPP Solar Project: The easement was addressed at the February 27, 2024 special council meeting where Councilmember Ken Lebbin voiced concerns regarding the placement of the solar project. The project location has been addressed and moved to comply with FAA regulations of a 200-foot clearance from the center of the runway and additional space for potential industrial growth.  Upon review of the easement, Councilmember Ken Lebbin voiced concern regarding section 4 of the easement stating “Upon obsolescence or retirement from use of Grantee’s equipment located upon the Easement Area, Grantee agrees to remove its equipment and installations and shall have one hundred eighty (180) days to return the Easement Area to bare ground”.  Councilmember Ken Lebbin requested to add the word “arable” before ground, to ensure the land is farmable. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the easement with KPP energy, subject to the change of wording in Section 4 to add the word “arable” before ground and to authorize Mayor Irlan Fullbright to execute the agreement.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
7. Discussion of Ambulance Purchase: At the February 27, 2024, special council meeting, staff discussed with council the need to start considering the replacement of the oldest ambulance which is a 1999.  The city has an opportunity to purchase a sprinter van style ambulance to be delivered prior to year-end.  EMS staff and several councilmembers viewed the van style ambulance last week. Brittney Bailey, EMS director, explained the pros and cons of a sprinter van style model and reported the majority of EMS staff would prefer a box unit compared to the sprinter van style.  Ms. Bailey explained the sprinter van style would be used primarily for transfers and would not be equipped to be considered a first out vehicle. After some discussion the consensus of the council was to not take advantage of the opportunity to purchase the sprinter van style ambulance.       
8. New Police Vehicle Expenses: Staff explained the Dodge Ram 1500 police department pickup that was ordered in December 2022 is being prepared for delivery.  Council approved the purchase price of $47,759.14 when ordered.  Staff requested council to approve $3818.76 in additional costs for a reconditioned speed radar and an in-car video system for a total cost of $51,577.90. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the additional $3818.76 for a total cost of $51,577.90, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
9. Purchase of Plate Compactor for Backhoe Tractor: Staff explained field staff have expressed interest in a vibratory plate compactor that would fit on the backhoe.  It would have various uses within the city such as compacting dirt prior to pouring concrete and it would be helpful when patching holes in the asphalt streets. Presented to council was a quote from Murphy Tractor for a plate compactor and a quick coupler in the amount of $9854.94.  After some discussion it was determined that 2 quick couplers should be purchased.  
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A motion was made by councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the quote from Murphy Tractor for a vibratory plate compactor in the amount of $7953.35 and 2 quick couplers in the amount of $3803.18, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
J. REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for February, 2024.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for February and an EMS report for calls for February.

4. Staff Report: 
a.) Staff reported the pipes will be taken out and lowered at the 3rd and Park hospital entrance.
b.) Staff reported the hospital lift Station will be fired up on Monday and the last transformer for the hospital arrived today
c.) Staff reported the bid opening for the Wolf Hotel Project will be on April 10, 2024.
d.) Staff explained the bid opening on the KDOT streetscape project has been delayed until December. 

e.) Staff explained the replacement of the water main on West 1st street 

will be worked on before the new restaurant opens.
f.) Staff reported a pre-assessment meeting has been held regarding a     

cyber security analysis on city buildings.
g.) Staff explained the brick for the Bandshell is in Hoisington with 

a possible start date in April.
K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
