 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JANUARY 9, 2024
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Scott Tillotson, Ken Lebbin, Jacque Isern, Steve Oelke, and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City Councilmember Kirk Clawson was absent. City attorney Jane Isern was present by zoom and city administrator Chris Komarek was present. 
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the December 12, 2023 council meeting seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson                                                                                  to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Property at 116 East 1st:  At the November 14, 2023 city council meeting it was determined the property at 116 East 1st Street to be dilapidated, dangerous, and unsafe and at that time passed a resolution to hold a public hearing on January 9, 2024 at 6:30 to allow the property owner or citizens the opportunity to address this issue with council.  The public hearing was held at 6:30.  

Presented to council was Resolution 010924A, a resolution finding the structure located at 116 East 1st Street, Ellinwood, Kansas to be an unsafe and dangerous structure and directing that the same be removed by the owner thereof, fixing a time for the removal by the owner and directing that should the owner fail to raze and remove said structure within the time limitation that the city shall cause the structure to be razed and removed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to adopt Resolution 010924A, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
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H. VISITORS: Councilmember elect Jon Prescott, Stephanie Dunnaway, Jon Perron, Seth Schartz, Brittney Bailey, Chance Bailey
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. New Council Member Seating and Appointment of Council President: Mayor Irlan Fullbright thanked Councilmember Steve Oelke for his years of service on the city council and welcomed newly elected Councilmember Jon Prescott to the council.  Mayor Irlan Fullbright and Councilmembers Jon Prescott and Scott Tillotson were previously sworn into office by City Clerk Kim Schartz to begin their 2-year terms.   
Staff explained the election of a council president is usually done at the May meeting but is recommending the election of council president be done at the same time the council reorganizes following an election.  

As provided in the Ellinwood City Code, the City Council shall annually elect one of their own body, as “President of the Council.”  The Council President shall preside at all meetings of the Council in the absence of the Mayor.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott                    nominating Councilmember Ken Lebbin as Council President, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

2. Street Sealing Quotes: Presented to council was another quote from B & H Paving in the amount of $36,000 to crack seal more asphalt streets. Staff explained this quote should allow for the crack sealing of the remaining asphalt streets in Ellinwood.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the quote from B & H Paving Inc. to crack seal streets starting at the south end of town working north at a cost of $36,000, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

3. Website Update: Staff explained the City’s current webpage is becoming outdated and unmanageable. Presented to council was a quote from Custom Internet Solutions in the amount of $7500 to build a new website.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the quote from Custom Internet Solutions for $7500, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
4. City Audit-Waiver of GAAP Reporting: The City is required to conduct an audit each year in accordance with state statute.  State statute specifies that audits are to be conducted according to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 

State statute authorizes a municipality to pass a resolution to adopt the cash basis method of accounting and audit control.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to adopt Resolution 010924B seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
5. Amendment to Charter Ordinance No. 11: Staff explained an error was found in Charter Ordinance No. 11 that was approved in 2018.  Presented to council was Charter Ordinance No. 12 which repeals No. 11 and corrects the statute number noted in the ordinance.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to adopt Charter Ordinance No. 12, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
6. Set Study Session Dates for Utility Rate Discussion: Staff explained the city has been working with Kansas Municipal Utility and Kansas Power Pool staff to review water, sewer and electric rates.  The studies have been completed by KMU and KPP and these agencies would like to review their findings and recommendations with City Council.  Staff recommended setting up two separate study sessions to review the information.

After some discussion the following dates were set for utility rate discussions:

· Meeting with KMU Staff to review water and sewer rates-January 23rd at 4:00 pm.
· Meeting with KPP Staff to review electric rates – January 30th at 4:00 pm.
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       J.    REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for December, 2023.
2. Utility Production Report: Presented to Council was the Utilities Production Report.
3. Emergency Service Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for December and an EMS report for calls for December.

4. Staff Report:
a.) Staff reported the City has changed uniform companies back to
UniFirst Corporation.
b.) Staff reported some year-end transfers were made into the Capital Improvement Fund and Reserve Funds. Specifics will be explained   during the year-end review at the February meeting. 
c.) Staff reported the hospital lift station is done except for the 
installation of the pumps.
d.)  Staff explained the HWY 56 sign is being worked on by Mark’s

      Custom Signs. 
d.) Staff explained Brightspeed has been in contact with the city and

wants to re-fiber the whole town.
g.)  Staff reported that EBH engineer Joel Kroschell is redrawing the 

       plans for the Wolf Hotel project. 
K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Jon Prescott that the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
