 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OCTOBER 10, 2023
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmember Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. Councilmembers Kirk Clawson and Steve Oelke were absent. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present. Also present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the September 12, 2023, regular council meeting seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin                                                                             to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Website as Official Newspaper:  This issue was tabled from the last meeting to allow for a representative from the local newspaper to be present.  

Lorie Waters, representing the Ellinwood Leader was present and reported to council that the loss of publishing legal publications that could be posted on the city’s website would create a significant financial deficiency for the Ellinwood Leader.  She also explained that all newspapers within their network are individually financially accountable. The Ellinwood Leader has approximately 320 subscriptions currently including news stand and mailing.  Judy Duryee, publisher for the Great Bend Tribune was also present to discuss concerns regarding the publishing of legal notices.  She explained websites can be hacked and various technical issues could arise causing downtime.  She also explained, a large portion of newspaper subscribers are the elderly population which may not have access to a computer.  No action taken.      
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H. VISITORS:   Kevin Clair, Jon Perron, Jon Prescott, Judy Duryee, Lori Walters, Marissa Woodmansee, Tyler Morton
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Youth Crew Presentation: Tyler Morton and Marissa Woodmansee from Juvenile Services, representing the “Youth Crew” were present to explain this is a group of 65 youth from around the Barton County area, including Great Bend, Hoisington and Ellinwood that meet regularly and work on objectives that help lead in the education and prevention of potential troubles that could face them in the future.  They participate in community service and promote drug and alcohol-free events.  
2. KPP Energy Voting Delegates: Staff explained that each member city has a vote on certain business items concerning KPP operations and each city is allowed one primary voting delegate and two alternates. Currently, Chris Komarek is the primary delegate and Jon Perron and Jarrod Carr are alternates. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to appoint Chris Komarek as primary voting delegate and Jon Perron and Jarrod Carr as alternates, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
3. Personnel Policy Amendments: Presented to council were various proposed amendments to “Employee Benefits, Section XII” and “Longevity Pay, Section X” of the personnel policy. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the policy amendments to Employee Benefits, Section XII seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the policy amendments to Longevity Pay, Section X seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

4. Future City Council Study Sessions: Staff reviewed with City council the need for several study sessions to begin the review of utility rates.  The following study sessions were scheduled:
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

OCTOBER 10, 2023

    7:00 P.M.
· Nov 8th all council members are invited to a water/wastewater governing body class hosted by KMU from 4 to 6 at the Wolf Hotel.
· A meeting was scheduled for October 30, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. to review the city’s solid waste operations and discuss raising rates 
5. Solid Waste Truck Repairs: Presented to city council was an estimate from Advance Truck & Diesel LLC in the amount of $13.091.72 to repair and replace the transmission in the rear loader trash truck.
A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the estimate from Advance Truck & Diesel LLC in the amount of $13,091.72, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

6. Staff Report: 
a.) Staff reviewed the progress on the sign east of town. The sign has been 

     taken to Warren Brothers for sandblasting and there is an agreement 

     with Lisa McCullen to paint it. 
b.) Staff reported that hospital staff is looking into making the north   

     drive entrance permanent. It has also been determined the pipes on the

     3rd street entrance are too high. 

c.) Fire prevention is this week.

d.) City crews have started tree trimming
e.) Staff explained the city is currently down two employees.  A part-time 

      employee has been hired. 
f.)  Staff attended the KPP conference which stressed the importance of
      local cities keeping their power plants up and running.
7.  Executive Session for Discussion of Property Acquisition: An executive session was requested for discussion of acquisition of real property.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of real property relating to a storm water easement.  Executive session will be for fifteen (15) minutes beginning at 8:48 p.m until 9:03 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.         Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:48 p.m.
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Meeting reconvened at 9:03 p.m. No action taken.

       J.    REPORTS: (Given prior to Executive Sessions)
1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for September, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

3. EMS/PD Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for September and an EMS report for calls for September.
K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:05 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
