 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SEPTEMBER 12, 2023
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Steve Oelke, Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Irlan Fullbright requested the addition of the following agenda item: Executive session for discussion of personnel. A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the agenda as amended seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve minutes for the August 8, 2023, regular council meeting and August 23, 2023 special council meeting seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                    to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS:  Kevin Clair, Jon Perron, John Littleton, Seth Schartz, Brittney Bailey, Jon Prescott, Jarrod Carr, Travis Hardcastle, Josh Leon 
Josh Leon addressed City council to request a placement of a sign at 6th and Wieland regarding a handicap child in the area.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the placement of a sign(s) in the area of 6th and Wieland, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. KMU Power Plant Certification Recognition: John Littleton, Director of Energy Services at Kansas Municipal Utilities was present to recognize Jarrod Carr, Seth Schartz and Travis Hardcastle for completing training courses related to operations of the power plant.   
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2. Discussion of Charter ordinance to Name Website as Official Newspaper: 
Staff explained by state statute there are numerous actions that are taken by the city council that must be published in the official city newspaper, namely ordinances, budgets, public hearing notices, etc. City council makes the official newspaper appointment annually at the May meeting and currently has approved the Ellinwood Leader as the official newspaper.  A city can name their website as the official newspaper and in place of the current local paper could publish “some” but not all the required publications on that website.  The benefit of this would be a savings in publication costs. Presented to City council was Charter Ordinance No. 12, a charter ordinance exempting the City of Ellinwood, Kansas from the provision of KSA 12-1651, et seq, providing substitute and additional provisions which related to the naming of an official newspaper. 
Councilmember Ken Lebbin voiced concern about the financial impact this could have on the Ellinwood Leader. Councilmember Ken Lebbin would like to invite Ellinwood Leader administrative personnel to a future meeting for their input as to how it will affect their business. After some discussion the consensus of the council was to table the issue until a representative of the business could be present at a meeting. 
3. TASC Cafeteria Plan Renewal: The City currently contracts with Total Administration Services Corporation (TASC) to provide a Section 125 Cafeteria Plan, including a Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA to employees which provides them the opportunity to deduct their share of health insurance premiums pretax and allows employees to pay their share of medical expenses and daycare expenses on a pre-tax basis. The City’s payroll costs are also reduced because social security contributions are reduced for each dollar of employee participation. The recommendation from TASC is to review the plan annually for any benefit changes and approve the plan document as presented. Presented to council was the Summary Plan Description for the City’s Section 125 Cafeteria Plan for the plan year November 1, 2022 through October 31, 2023.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the renewal of the Cafeteria Plan and Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA accounts as presented with no other benefit changes for the period November 1, 2023 through October 31, 2024 seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
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4. Resolution for use of Updated Building and Safety Codes: Presented to council was Resolution 091223, a resolution by the City of Ellinwood implementing certain building and construction regulations pending adoption by ordinance.  The codes to be implemented are as follows:
· International Building Code 2018

· International Residential Code 2018

· International Existing Building Code 2018

· International Fire Code 2018

· Uniform Plumbing Code 2018

· Uniform Mechanical Code 2018

· American with Disabilities Act 2010

· National Electrical Safety Code 2017

· Nation Electric Code 2017
A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to adopt Resolution 091223, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. Electric Department Pickup Bids: Presented to council were the following quotes:
· Online quote–Used 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 
$45,065

2500HD with regular bed

· Marmie Motors – 2024 3500 Tradesman Reg
$64,894

            Cab 4x4 with utility bed

· Marmie Chevrolet – 2024 Chevrolet Silverado
$59,464

3500 4x4 with utility bed        


                          
Staff explained the delivery time is expected to be 8 to 9 months.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the purchase of the 2024 Chevrolet Silverado from Marmie Chevrolet in the amount of $59,464 plus sales tax, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  

6. Public Power Week: Mayor Irlan Fullbright presented to city council a proclamation recognizing Public Power Week October 1st through October 7th. The proclamation promotes to citizens the value of a city owning their own power systems. 
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7. MIH Contract with Joiner Brothers: Presented to council was an agreement between Joiner Brothers Property Group and the City of Ellinwood for the construction and operation of the new housing project associated with the Moderate-Income Housing Grant.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the agreement as presented above and allow Mayor Irlan Fullbright to execute the agreement, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
8. Personnel Policy Amendments: In the continuing review of the personnel policy, it was noted that updates need to be made regarding drug testing and background checks for new hires. Presented to council, was a change to Section IV “Applicant Information” with an additional subsection for “Employment Offer” which addresses record checks and drug testing for full-time and part-time employees. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the personnel policy amendments as presented, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor. 
9.  Executive Session for Discussion of Property Acquisition: An executive session was requested for discussion of acquisition of real property.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of real property relating to a storm water easement.  Executive session will be for fifteen (15) minutes beginning at 8:33 p.m until 8:48 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:33 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 8:48 p.m. No action taken.

10. Executive Session for Discussion of Non-elected Personnel: An executive session was requested for discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(1) for the purpose of discussion of personnel matters of non-elected personnel. Executive session will be for ten (10) minutes beginning at 8:50 p.m until 9:00 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to 
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remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:50 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 9:00 p.m.  No action taken.

       J.    REPORTS: (Given prior to Executive Sessions)
1. Municipal Court Report: Municipal Court Report for August, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

3. EMS/PD Reports: Presented to Council was a police department report for August and an EMS report for calls for August.
4. Staff Reports:
a.) The Kansas Power Pool conference is September 28th and 29th and registrations have to be turned in by Wednesday.
b.) Staff reported KDHE has inspected the water system and the report looks good.  
c.) Staff will be attending a KPP meeting next week to begin the review of the electric study. 
d.) Staff reported a new employee Matthew Stevenson has been hired. 
e.) Staff explained a pre-construction meeting has been held with the contractor working on the new lift station 

f.) Staff reported city crews have been mowing, installing water services for MIH properties, and changing out poles. 
K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:05 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
