 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
   JULY 11, 2023
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Ken Lebbin, Jacque Isern, Scott Tillotson, Mayor Irlan Fullbright. Councilmembers Kirk Clawson and Steve Oelke were absent. City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present. Also present was Elizabeth Coles, representing the Ellinwood Leader and Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune.  
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the agenda as presented seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the June 13, 2023, regular council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin                                                                                                  to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Public Hearing for Sewer Fund Budget Amendment: The sewer fund expenses for 2023 were increased by $296,904 to allow for an anticipated $250,000 expense for the new lift station and an additional $50,000 for materials related to sewer line extensions at the hospital and new housing development.  Revenues were increased by these amounts as well with most of the funding coming from the hospital and county.     
Mayor, Irlan Fullbright opened the public hearing to amend the 2023 Sewer Fund budget at 7:02 p.m.  After hearing no comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright declared the public hearing closed at 7:03 p.m. 
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2. Sewer Fund Budget Amendment: Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-17, an ordinance of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas amending its 2023 adopted budget pursuant to KSA 79-2929a and amendments thereto.  The amendment to the 2023 budget is as follows:
2023 Budgeted
             2023 Proposed 
  Expenditures

      Amended Expenditures
Sewer Fund                    $406,189

               $703,093
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve Ordinance 2023-17 amending the 2023 sewer fund budget as noted above, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
3. Discussion of Local Recycling Program: Shelby Zuniga, executive director of Sunflower Diversified Services was present at the meeting to discuss the local recycling program. Ms. Zuniga explained the agency has begun charging a fee for all business stops in Great Bend and plans to begin charging for the business stops in Ellinwood. Sunflower Diversified currently has pickups Monday, Wednesday and Friday for 24 locations within the city. Ms Zuniga explained the proposed monthly billing would be $1350 for the 24 stops in Ellinwood.  The city currently contributes $6,000 for the recycling program.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve a commitment of $8,100 which is 50% of the current annual anticipated charges for the program, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 

H. VISITORS: Carol Gilmore, Chance Bailey, Brittney Bailey, Jon Perron, Stephanie Dunnaway, Jarrod Carr, Jim Elsen, Shelby Zuniga 
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to James Elsen for his ten years of service with the Ellinwood EMS department. 
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2. Set Date for Work Study Session for 2024 Budget Review: A study session is recommended to review the 2024 budget.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to schedule a budget review session for July 25, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.
3. Notice to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate: It has been recommended by the State Municipal Services Office, the county clerk, and our auditors to hold a special public hearing to allow the city to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR) even though staff proposes to council a budget that keeps the tax revenue the same as last year, “revenue neutral”, meaning no tax increase. A RNR hearing would ensure the city would not lose tax revenue if final valuation decreased and ensure the city would be compliant with SB 13.  The consensus of council was to build a revenue neutral budget as recommended. Presented to council was the “Notice of Revenue Neutral Rate Intent” which states the City’s intention to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate of 45.441 with a proposed mill levy rate of 45.441 with a date of hearing of August 23, 2023, at 6:00 pm. at the City Office 104 E. 2nd Street. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the “Notice of Revenue Neutral Rate Intent” as presented above and direct the city clerk to send the notice to the Barton County Clerk as required by July 20, 2023. Motion seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
4. Hospital Sewer Lift Station: Staff updated council on the new lift station that will be installed near the new hospital.  The engineers have prepared and released the bid documents out for bids with a bid deadline of August 2, 2023 at 2:00 pm.  The bids received will be reviewed at the August 8, 2023 council meeting with a selection to be made at that meeting. Staff presented the bid document for their review.  Staff also explained that an application for a sewer extension permit has been filed with the KDHE which could take between 30 to 60 days for approval. 
5. Employee Health Insurance: Staff explained by statute the city is “required” to offer a retiring employee the opportunity to continue health insurance on the city’s current plan at retirement if they have been employed by the city 10 years or longer.  If employed for less than 10 years, the city “may” offer the current plan but is not required to.  Staff requested council to consider allowing retirees with less than the 10 years of service the option to continue health insurance on the city’s current plan 
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at retirement. There is no cost to the city as the retiree is responsible for the monthly expense.   
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve allowing retirees with less than 10 years of service the option to continue health insurance on the city’s current plan, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.    
6. City Treasurer Appointment: Staff explained with the nearing retirement of Janice Birzer, utility clerk/city treasurer, a new city treasurer will need to be appointed.  Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Stephanie Dunnaway, newly hired utility clerk to fill the role of City Treasurer as of August 1, 2023.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve Mayor Fullbright’s appointment of Stephanie Dunnaway as City Treasurer effective August 1, 2023 seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.  
7. KMGA Board Appointment: The City is entitled to appoint a director to the Board of the Kansas Municipal Gas Agency.  Chris Komarek is listed as the current director for the term ending August 31, 2023.  Jon Perron is listed as the alternate director on a permanent term. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to appoint Chris Komarek as director to the board of the Kansas Municipal Gas Agency for a 2-year term beginning September 1, 2023, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All present voting in favor.

8. Recreation Board Appointment: Staff explained there is an open position on the recreation board for a four-year term vacated by Debbie McCormick. The open position was advertised in the local paper and one application was received.  Presented to council was an application from Megan Anderson.
Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Megan Anderson to fill the four-year term which will end June, 2027.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the appointment of Megan Anderson to fill the four-year term ending June, 2027, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All present voting in favor. 
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       J.    REPORTS: 
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for June, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

3. Staff Reports:
a.)  A county budget meeting is scheduled for July 18th at 6:30.
b.)  Staff invited council to a KPP appreciation dinner in Minneapolis on 
      July 27th 
c.)  Staff reported the fence for the AHF was rented from Eldridge

      Fencing and will be put up Friday morning. The parade route will turn
      at Second street this year and the AHF run will be held on Friday
      night at 8:00 p.m.  
d.)  Staff is still working on MIH paperwork with a possible start date of
      September.
e.)  Fall projects include capability testing at power plant and beginning to 

      work on MIH sites for electric and water. 
K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin that the meeting be adjourned at 8:05 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried. All present voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
