 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
   MAY 9, 2023
    7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Ken Lebbin, Scott Tillotson, Steve Oelke, Jacque Isern, Kirk Clawson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor Irlan Fullbright requested an addition to the agenda for discussion of the July 4th fireworks show. A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the agenda as presented seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.  
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve minutes for the April 11, 2023, regular council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                              to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS:  Lisa McMullen, Liz Nolan, Tammy Sturn, Jon Perron, Chance Bailey, Danielle Hollingshead, Jarrod Carr, Joe Schulte, 
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Public Hearing – Walnut Park Subdivision #1 Street Vacating: At the April 11th city council meeting, the new owners of the property and plat located in the Walnut Park Subdivision (north of Woodhaven) requested the streets and alleys in this subdivision be vacated.  A public hearing was set for May 9 at 7:00 p.m. to allow for public input.  Mayor Irlan Fullbright opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  After hearing no comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.
2. Ordinance –Vacating Walnut Park Subdivision Streets: Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-10, an ordinance vacating all or a portion of the following streets and alley as recorded in Walnut Park Addition No.1, Plat Cabinet #2 in envelope 13B dated the 28th day of June, 1979: A 
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portion of Craig Street; a portion of Fritz Street; a portion of Pohlman Street; alley lying between Park Avenue and Fritz Street; and reserving a public utility easement to the City of Ellinwood.   
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve Ordinance 2023-10, as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
3. 2022 Audit Report: Presented to council was the 2022 audit report.  Danielle Hollingshead, a representative of Adams Brown LLC was present to review the audit with council and stated the City received an unmodified opinion which means the financial statements present fairly the cash and unencumbered cash balances of the City as of December 31, 2022.  She also reported there were no statutory violations.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to accept the 2022 audit report as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

4. Service Award: A service award was presented to Jon Perron for his fifteen years of service with the Ellinwood electric department.
5. Discussion of Swimming Pool Mural: Tammy Sturn, lead pool manager was present to request council to consider having a mural painted on the east side of the pool house.  Other mural projects have been done in the Barton County area led by Barton Arts Movement (BAM).     
Lisa McMullen and Hillary King were chosen as artists for the project.  Lisa presented to council a proposed sketch of a tropical sunset for the mural. Rachel with BAM suggested a projected fee of $2000 per artist for their services.  Lisa and Hillary both agreed to a fee of $1000 each.  The approximate total cost for the project is $6000.  Tammy reported the BAM funding is complete for this year, therefore donations will be solicited for this project.

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the request to paint a mural on the east wall of the pool house seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
6. Library Appointments: The Ellinwood School/Community Library is a library designed to serve both the school and community.  The library receives funding from both the City of Ellinwood and USD 355.  There is 
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a separate library board that oversees the operation of the library.  There are currently two openings on the board. 

Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Megan Anderson and Debbie Long to serve on the library board.  A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the appointments as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.                                                   
7. MIH Grant Agreement: Presented to council was a draft agreement between the City of Ellinwood and Kansas Housing Resource Corporation (KHRC) for the MIH Grant.  The basic agreement put before the council consists of 8 rental units; 2 duplexes and one four plex with construction expected to start July 1, 2023.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the agreement presented above, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
8. Police Vehicle Repairs: Staff explained the 2018 Dodge pickup used as a patrol vehicle had a major breakdown and the motor was determined to be non-repairable. The estimated cost to replace the motor is $11,223.65.

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the repairs to the 2018 Dodge pickup in the amount of $11,223.65, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
9. Discussion of Purchasing Used Police Vehicle:  Staff explained police chief Bailey was contacted by the Great Bend police department stating they had a vehicle for sale.  The used vehicle was purchased from the Kansas Highway Patrol and is a 2020 Ford Explorer with 58,791 miles and is priced at $22,000. The vehicle is fully equipped except for a radio and cage.

Staff anticipated budgeting $50,000 for a new police vehicle in the 2024 budget.  Staff is requesting council to consider the purchase of the used vehicle in the amount of $22,000 which would be paid for out of the 2023 budget to allow additional flexibility in the 2024 budget.
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After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the purchase of the 2020 Ford Explorer from the Great Bend police department in the amount of $22,000, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
10.  Approval to Purchase Transformers: Presented to council was a quote from T & R Electric to purchase one 25 kva pad mount transformer and two 37 kva pad mount transformers for a total cost of $16,652 plus sales tax. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the purchase of three pad mount transformers from T & R Electric in the amount of $16,652 seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

11. Automated Metering Infrastructure (AMI) Report:  Jon Perron, electric superintendent presented an AMI report to council.  In November 2020, city council approved moving forward with the AMI project and approved funding with Kansas Power Pool with a loan amount of $215,000.  Gateways were first installed on May 6, 2021 and the first AMI meter was installed in May, 2021.  The last meter was installed in August, 2022.  A total of 1275 AMI meters are installed to date.  
Jon explained there are many benefits to the AMI meters as detailed below:

· Capability to turn electric meters on and off remotely
· Software can generate a variety of reports that document demand records, high bill explanations, identifying bad services, etc.

· Customer shut offs are now done in the office.

· Accurate and up to date electric usage

· Immediate notification of power outages

· Revenue increases from the old inaccurate and slow meters

Staff commended the electric crew for a job well done with the installation of the AMI meters.  Staff reminded council that the installation was done completely by city crews with no outside contractor assistance.
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12. Election Council President: As provided in the Ellinwood City Code, the City Council shall annually elect one of their own body, as “President of the Council.”  The Council President shall preside at all meetings of the Council in the absence of the Mayor.

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson nominating Councilmember Ken Lebbin as Council President, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

13. Designation of Official Depository: Each year the Mayor designates, with the consent of council, the institutions that may serve as depositories for City funds.  The institutions recommended for this designation are:

Sunflower Bank, N.A.

Peoples Bank & Trust

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to accept the designations as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by           Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

14. Designation of Official Newspaper: Each year the Mayor shall designate, with the consent of Council, the official newspaper for publication of city notices. The Ellinwood Leader is the only operating newspaper in Ellinwood and is recommended for designation as the official newspaper. Staff suggested designating the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper.

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin  to accept the designation of the Ellinwood Leader as primary official newspaper and the Great Bend Tribune as an alternate official newspaper, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor  

15. Appointment of Fire Committee: Each year the Mayor appoints two members of the council to represent the City in discussion with the two townships for contractual services to the fire district.  This appointment is

subject to council approval.  Generally, the townships each pay 1/3 of the operating costs plus ½ of the direct rural equipment costs.

Mayor Fullbright recommended the appointment of Councilmembers Steve Oelke and Kirk Clawson to the Fire Committee.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to accept the appointments as recommended by Mayor Irlan Fullbright, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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16. Fireworks Show:  At the April meeting, council approved the annual fireworks show to be held on July 4th.  Staff explained there has been a change in personnel to shoot the show and a request to change the date to Sunday July 2nd.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve changing the date for the annual fireworks display from July 4th to July 2nd, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern . Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

17. Staff Reports:
a.)  KDOT is replacing the railroad crossing on E 56 Highway, east of   

                              Ellinwood. A detour will begin within the next 30 days.  
b.)  Staff has contacted Warren Brothers to sand blast the sign on the east 

      side of Ellinwood. 
c.)  KSN Summer Road Trip will be in Ellinwood, June 13th 9:30 to 10:30.
d.)  Staff reported KDHE will do an inspection at the sewer treatment 
      plant.

e.)  Staff explained Paul Stoner with EBH was here last week to discuss

      next steps in the streetscape project.  Staff explained costs have not     

      been coming in favorable on other downtown projects.
f.)  The water dept has been working on the pool and will be flushing 
      hydrants tomorrow.  
g.)  The electric staff has been working at the power plant and all engines 

      are back up and running and ready for the generating season.
h.)  The street department has been mowing and fertilizing the parks.

i.)   The police department is sending notices for junk vehicles and 

       weeds.
i.) Staff reported the citywide cleanup went well.
j.) Staff reported city crews will be working on the hospital project for another month.

18. Executive Session for the Discussion of Non-Elected Personnel: An executive session is requested for discussion of individual employees’ performance.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session for the purpose of discussion of individual employees’ performance pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(1).  Executive session will be for ten (10) minutes beginning at 8:55 p.m. until 9:05   p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson . Motion carried. All voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 8:55 p.m.
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Meeting reconvened at 9:05  p.m.  No action taken.

19. Annual Appointment of Department Directors:  As provided by City Code, the Mayor, with consent of council, may appoint the city officers/directors.  

The following Department Directors are recommended for appointment:



Street & Parks Superintendent – Kevin Clair
Electric Superintendent – Jon Perron
Chief of Police – Chance Bailey
City Clerk – Kim Schartz
City Treasurer – Janice Birzer
City Administrator – Chris Komarek
Municipal Judge – Charles Pike
Fire Chief – Spencer Proffitt
EMS Director – Brittney Bailey
City Attorney – Isern and Carpenter
Water/Wastewater Superintendent – Spencer Proffitt
Sanitation Department – Brad Helfrich
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the annual appointment of Department Directors as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
20.   Executive Session for Discussion of Property Acquisition:  An executive session was requested for discussion of the acquisition of property. A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319 (b) (6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of property. Executive session will be for fifteen (15) minutes beginning at 9:10 p.m. until 9:25 p.m. and council will reconvene in the council chambers at that time. Persons to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney. Motion seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:10 p.m.

Meeting reconvened at 9:25 pm. No action taken.
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       J.    REPORTS: 
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for April, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30    p.m. seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
