CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

APRIL 11, 2023
   7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Steve Oelke and Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present. Also, present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune, and Elizabeth Coles representing the Ellinwood Leader.  
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the agenda as presented seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve minutes for the March 14, 2023, regular council meeting and the March 28, 2023 special council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                                         to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE
H. VISITORS: Jon Perron, Chance Bailey, Brittney Bailey, Emily Evers, Liz Nolan, Jarrod Carr, Joe Schulte, Joel Rajesky
Brittney Bailey addressed council regarding the Get Downtown event on April 21 from 5 to 9 p.m. She explained there will be many vendor booths, food trucks, with the Kansas Sidewinders open to enable people to eat inside, kids activities and the trolley from Great Bend will be at the event to give rides. 
Joe Schulte addressed council regarding the dirt/debris pile at Santa Fe and Goethe.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Service Award: A service award was presented to Emily Evers for her five years of service with the Ellinwood EMS department.
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2. Dilapidated Structure 315 West 4th:  Staff reported the owner of the property at 315 West 4th Street was served an environmental code violation notice addressing the condition of the structure at 315 West 4th. The notice stated the owner has 15 days from the date of the mailing of this notice to request a hearing before the governing body. Presented to council was a copy of the environmental code violation notice. The owner made such request in a timely manner, however he was not present at the meeting to discuss the condition of the property. Police Chief Bailey explained the foundation is buckling, the guttering is falling away from the structure, the wood siding is rotting and windows are broken out.  
Since the owner failed to appear at the public hearing, another notification will be sent to him and handled in municipal court.  
3. Community Fireworks Show:  Presented to council for consideration was a proposed date of Tuesday July 4th for a community fireworks display.   The commitment of city funds was also discussed, and staff explained, as in the past, letters will be sent out to area businesses requesting donations for the event.  Staff also suggested the show could be slowed down.
After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the community fireworks display on July 4th and approve a city contribution of $5,000 not including insurance and apply any donations received to total show expenses, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  

4. Library Board Appointments: The Ellinwood School/Community Library is a library designed to serve both the school and community.  The library receives funding from both the City of Ellinwood and USD 355.  There is a separate library board that oversees the operation of the library.  There is currently two openings on the board. 

Mayor Irlan Fullbright requested this item be tabled until a future meeting.  

5. Cereal Malt Beverage License – Kansas Sidewinders:  Presented to council was a cereal malt beverage application for Kansas Sidewinders MC.  Staff explained this license is only for sales within their building.  A separate application will need to be completed for the proposed outside sales at the After Harvest Festival.  
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A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the cereal malt beverage application and issue a license until December 31, 2023 for the Kansas Sidewinders MC, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

6. Ballfield Improvements by USD 355: Presented to council was information from USD 355 including a detailed plan for improvements to the baseball and softball fields, namely in and around the dugout areas and a bid specification request for the project.  USD 355 is requesting approval from council to move forward with this project pending receipt of acceptable bids for the project. 

Councilmember Ken Lebbin expressed concerns with water runoff at Worman Field, the strength of the concrete and the footings on the dugout walls. It was discussed the city needs to stay involved during the planning process. Issue was tabled until a future meeting.
7. Fire Department Radio Purchase:  Council approved the acceptance of the Fire Act Grant for radios and pagers at the March 14, 2023 meeting.  Presented to council were 2 quotes to purchase the communication equipment as requested in the grant:

Motorola Solutions – 24 portable radios

      $47,379.12

First Wireless, Inc. – 7 G4 Single band pager 700/800    $ 4,223.00

A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve the purchase of communication equipment as presented above, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. Bucket Truck Bid: Presented to council was a quote to replace the electric department bucket truck, with a Peterbilt chassis.  The current truck has a 1995 Ford chassis and the manlift portion is a 2001 Telect model.  A quote was received from Altec Inc. in the amount of $366,845 at today’s pricing with a delivery date of 5 years.
After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the quote from Altec Inc. for a bucket truck in the amount of $366,845 based on today’s pricing with an expected delivery date of 2028, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
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9. Walnut Park Street Vacating:  The new owners of the property and plat located in the Walnut Park Subdivision (north of Woodhaven) have requested the streets in this subdivision be vacated.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to set a public hearing date for May 9, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to allow for public input prior to adopting an ordinance vacating the streets in this location, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
       J.    REPORTS: 
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for March, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

3. Staff Report:
a.) Staff reported the street department is working on the ditch on Hirsch Street, spraying and mowing.
b.) The electric and water departments are working on the hospital project
c.) Preliminary work on the MIH grant is in process.  The 4th property location is still being researched.
d.) Staff reported work on the worthington engine for the power plant is still in process.
e.) Kristy Ruppe with the Hospital foundation is providing a monthly update of the hospital progress and she said the pad is complete and they are pouring footers and at this point they are 4 weeks ahead of schedule. 
f.) Staff is working on the annual newsletter.

g.) Staff has received notice that Janice Birzer will be retiring from the City on September 1, 2023.

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:30   p.m. seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk
