CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

MARCH 14, 2023
   7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Ellinwood Community Library. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Steve Oelke and Scott Tillotson and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.   City attorney Jane Isern and Robert Suelter attorney (representing the City of Ellinwood in the Woodhaven discussion) and city administrator Chris Komarek were present. Also, present was Mike Gilmore representing the Great Bend Tribune, and Elizabeth Coles representing the Ellinwood Leader.  
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the agenda as presented seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to approve minutes for the February 14, 2023, regular council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke                                                                                      to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Property Use at 510 West 7th – Woodhaven:  This issue was continued from the February 14, 2023 city council meeting awaiting additional information concerning the program that Mr. Flagg and Mr. Carbajal are wishing to place in this facility.  Staff has had various communications with Mr. Flagg and it has been determined that the definition of a “shelter” would be the intended use of the property at this time. 

Mr. Flagg and Mr. Bryce Carbajal were present at the meeting to address the issue of placement of a shelter at 510 W. 7th to house immigrants who have filed for U.S. citizenship.  
City Administrator, Chris Komarek reviewed the zoning districts available in the City of Ellinwood.  The districts are as follows:
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· R-1 Single-Family Dwelling District
· R-2 Two Family Dwelling District
· R-3 Multiple Family Dwelling District

· C-1 Light Commercial Business District

· C-2 Heavy Commercial District

· I-1 Industrial District

Mr. Komarek and legal counsel explained to council that a “shelter” does not fall into any current zoning districts within the City.  At this time, city council does not have any plans to add additional zoning districts, therefore no action was taken.
H. VISITORS: 
Jon Perron

Chance Bailey

Brittney Bailey
Liz Nolan

Nancy Achatz

Mike/Carol Gilmore
Dennis Jackson
Brittney Bailey
Chance Bailey

Alex Komarek

Joe Rajewsky

Ron McCrary
Tim Dickson

Janice Birzer

Terry Boor

Coy & Debbie Long
Sarah Stromski
Chris Stromski

Barbie Scheuerman
Sue Ann Peter

Kelli Penner

Jon Prescott

Corey Robl

Shelly Broce
Robert Zollinger
Monty Strecker
Diana Clauson

Dick Myers

Tenelle Nuest

Ryan Robl

Jennifer Kirkpatrick
Andrew Kirkpatrick
Belinda Menges

Jacci Standlee

Julia Clemons

Kent Blakeslee

Kevin Clair

Sandi Zink

Dan Davis

Jaclyn White

Robin Doll

Carl Isern

Robyn Knop

Damian Knop

Stanley Isern

Teri White

Craig Merritt

Carrie Merritt

Amber Petz

Mildred Burroughs
Dale Burroughs

David Ames

Howard Herter
Sandy Eggers

Erin Cook

Emily Evers

Jordan Waite

Rosie Joiner

Darla Carson

Terry French

Lindsey Mitchell
Jonya Ulm

Kris & Nancy Baird
Ryan Panning

Patricia Panning
Mason Doll

Craig Robl

Scott Klepper

Jennifer Klepper

Spencer Proffitt
Mandy Norris

Marvin Sessler

Garrett Hayes

Curt Farber

Mona Farber

Monte Widener
Rachelle Widener
Jonelle Niles

Makenna Straub
Alvin Bowyer

Dale Kraus

Mike Moeder

Joe Schulte

Seth Schartz

Krystal Schartz
Heather Lang

Carolyn Clarke
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Gaila Demel

Maurice Demel
John Thorson

Laci Malone

Travis Malone

Tammi Krom

Jerry Komarek

Judy Komarek

Nora Tyson


Kim Heinz

Chad Heinz

Richard Doll



Mike Ruppe

Lavert Johnson
Kathy Hines

Lori Thomas

Amy Kubick

Jared Manning

Kathy Schartz

Jarrod Carr

Angie Gunn

Larry Keenan

Robin Gray

Andy Caton

Taisha Herzog

Lana Kimpler

Michelle Fryberger

Vern Fryberger
Craig Schneider
Megan Clemons

Jared Clemons

Ty Hazen

Marguerite Feist

Rob Dove

Chris McCord

Rick Brown

Howard Rogers
Mel Waite

Mary Waite

James McCormick
Darla Goodrow
Trisha Kuhn

Jerri Codner

Dan Davis

Royal Flagg
Bryce Carbajal

The following comments were heard from visitors:

Stan Isern asked if the speed limit could be lowered on Main Street from 3rd Street to 7th street.
Terry Boor inquired as to the procedure for a zoning change. 
Rob Dove complimented the city employees on a job well-done

Kathy Hines inquired as to the City purchasing Woodhaven property to use for housing. 

Mike Ruppe voiced concerns regarding the housing of “illegals”. 
Dennis Jackson inquired about the city condemning the Woodhaven Property.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. After Harvest Festival Activities and Locations: Richard Doll, Nancy Baird and other members of the After Harvest Festival committee were present to discuss activities for the 50th annual Festival on July 14 – July 15.  Ty Hazen, representing the Kansas Sidewinders MC was also present to discuss proposed changes with the beer garden.  The After Harvest Festival committee requested council to consider moving the festivities downtown. Presented to council was a tentative agenda for AHF activities for July 13th through July 15th and a map noting the areas for the activities.
Councilmember Ken Lebbin requested the committee take a survey of all business owners in the affected area to see how they feel with the decision to move the activities downtown.
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After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the working agenda for the After Harvest Festival to move activities downtown, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
2. Wolf Hotel Cost Share Grant Agreement: At the January 10, 2023 city council meeting, city council and Chris McCord, owner of the Wolf Hotel reached an agreement relating to the cost share portion of the KDOT grant for the replacement of the sidewalks around the hotel. At that time, it was agreed by both parties to review and update the agreement at the March 14, 2023 meeting after Mr. McCord received notice regarding the Heritage Trust Grant and to be sure Mr. McCord had met all other requirements up to this date. 

Presented to council was an agreement with Mr. McCord stating that he received the grant funding from Heritage Trust in the amount of $90,000, all of which McCord is obligated to use solely on construction and repairs to the historical tunnels and sidewalk under and around his property at US highway 56 and Main Street.  The agreement also provides for payment of $82,780 no later than November 1, 2023.
During discussion, Mr. McCord expressed interest in installing a concrete wheelchair ramp and wanting to review how the grant was written to see if any of the grant monies would be eligible for him to use outside of the sidewalk repairs. He also requested council to consider changing the due date of the $82,780.00 payment from November 1, 2023 to the bid letting date. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to amend the agreement to change paragraph 6 from Nov 1, 2023 to bid letting date, and accept remainder of agreement as presented, seconded by Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.          

3. Conditional Use Permit at 303 South Main: Garrett Hayes owner of the “The Spread Catering” has applied for a conditional use permit to operate his food trailer on the property he owns at 303 South Main Street.  The property is zoned as R-1 and this type of business is not allowed in a R-1 residential district unless a conditional use permit is approved.  Staff explained Mr. Hayes made this permit application and went through the planning commission process and public hearing without any objections.  The planning commission’s recommendation is to approve the permit.
Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-6, an ordinance relating to zoning: Granting a conditional use permit for certain property.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Ordinance 2023-6, granting a conditional use permit to Garrett Hayes to operate a food trailer at 303 S. Main, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

4. Zoning Change at 415 East 3rd Street: Justin Joiner of Joiner Brothers Property Group filed for a zoning change on the property at 415 E. 3rd Street from R-1 to R-2 to allow the construction of a duplex.  The request was made upon receiving a MIH grant for construction of three duplexes and a fourplex within the community.  The zoning change was filed with the planning commission who held a public hearing and reviewed the request.  There were no objections from the public.  The planning commission’s recommendation is to approve the zoning change. Staff explained a variance request was approved by the Planning Commission contingent on the approval of the zoning change. 
Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-7, an ordinance changing the zoning classification of certain property located in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas under the authority granted in Article XXV Section 6 of the zoning regulations of the City.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to adopt Ordinance 2023-7, approving the zoning change at 415 E. 3rd from R1 to R2, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

5. Zoning Change at 315 East 2nd Street: Justin Joiner of Joiner Brothers Property Group filed for a zoning change on the property at 315 E. 2nd Street from R-1 to R-2 to allow the construction of a duplex.  The request was made upon receiving a MIH grant for construction of three duplexes and a fourplex within the community.  The zoning change was filed with the planning commission who held a public hearing and reviewed the request.  There were some initial concerns from surrounding property owners but after some discussion they did not object to the change.  The planning commission’s recommendation is to approve the zoning change. Staff explained a variance request was approved by the Planning Commission contingent on the approval of the zoning change. 
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Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-8, an ordinance changing the zoning classification of certain property located in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas under the authority granted in Article XXV Section 6 of the zoning regulations of the City.

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Ordinance 2023-8, approving the zoning change at 315 E. 2nd from R1 to R2, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

6. Zoning Change at 400 East 4th Street: Justin Joiner of Joiner Brothers Property Group filed for a zoning change on the property at 400 E. 4th Street from R-1 to R-2 to allow the construction of a duplex.  The request was made upon receiving a MIH grant for construction of three duplexes and a fourplex within the community.  The zoning change was filed with the planning commission who held a public hearing and reviewed the request. There were no objections from the public. The planning commission’s recommendation is to approve the zoning change. Staff explained a variance request was approved by the Planning Commission contingent on the approval of the zoning change. 
Presented to council was Ordinance 2023-9, an ordinance changing the zoning classification of certain property located in the City of Ellinwood, Kansas under the authority granted in Article XXV Section 6 of the zoning regulations of the City.

A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Tillotson to adopt Ordinance 2023-9, approving the zoning change at 400 East 4th Street from R1 to R2, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

7. General Liability, Property, and Casualty Insurance Renewal: The City’s general liability, property and casualty and worker’s compensation insurance is up for renewal.  This year’s renewal premium is $196,493 compared to $155,700 last year which is an increase of $40,793.  Staff explained this significant increase is driven by an increase in replacement cost coverage for the power plant and higher than normal worker compensation claims.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the general liability, property and casualty, and worker’s compensation insurance renewal as presented, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. Police Department – Tag Reading Camera Request: Presented to council was a quote from Flock Safety in the amount of $5700 for two tag reading cameras for one year.

A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the quote from Flock Safety in the amount of $5700 to lease two tag reading cameras for one year, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
9. Fire Act Grant Award: Staff explained the fire department applied for an AFG Grant for radios and pagers in late 2021.  The city was notified of the grant award for $63,400.  The grant is a 95/5 match with the city share to be approximately $3000.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the AFG grant award of $63,400 for radios and pagers, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke . Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

       J.    REPORTS: 
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for February, 2023. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

3. Staff Report:
a.) A study session was scheduled for Tuesday, March 28th to discuss the  

NW Development, EMS program, Utility rates and 2024 budget. 
b.) Staff reported on Legislative SB 248 which would take away local sales tax on food. 

c.) Staff reported that natural gas prices are trending down to under $3.00, and KPP energy costs are decreasing.

d.) Staff reported city crews are continuing to work on hospital property
easements.

e.) Staff is still working on scheduling a meeting with the school and the recreation commission. 
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K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:53   p.m. seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk

