CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SEPTEMBER 13, 2022
   7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Kirk Clawson, Scott Tillotson, Steve Oelke and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.  City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present. Also present was Mary Waite, representing the Ellinwood Leader.     
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the agenda as presented seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the August 9, 2022, regular council meeting and August 30, 2022, special council meeting seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                                      to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE  

H. VISITORS:   Jon Perron, Jarrod Carr  
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Moderate Income Housing Grant Application:  At the August 9th council meeting council approved a resolution authorizing the preparation and submission of a grant to the Moderate Income Housing program. Presented to council was a draft of the application.  The application is for two duplexes and a four plex unit, 8 total units with a grant request of $600,000.  The project is estimated to cost $1,200,000. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the Moderate Income Housing Grant application and authorize Mayor Irlan Fullbright to execute the application, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.   Motion carried.  All voting in favor
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SEPTEMBER 13, 2022

   7:00 P.M.
2. Downtown Sidewalk Update: Staff reminded council the city applied for a Transportation Alternative Grant several months ago.  The grant application consisted of improvements in the first two blocks of North Main which includes new curb and gutter along with new sidewalks, benches, flower boxes and street lighting.   Staff is expecting the State of Kansas to be making an announcement of the awards in the near future. 
3. Electric Utility Review: Staff provided council will several handouts regarding the rising electric costs. The cost of power has risen dramatically, driven by several factors, mostly the increased cost of natural gas.  Staff highlighted the KPP resources by fuel source for July and noted that natural gas made up 47% of the fuel source. Staff explained the city attempts to pass the increased cost of electricity to the residents through a PCA (power cost adjustment) charge. The PCA is calculated using a formula based on the cost to purchase and or generate electricity and the Kwh’s used. The city has charged customers a lower PCA than the calculated PCA to lessen the burden of the energy crisis to the customers, which in turn shifts more of the energy cost to the city which affects the city’s electric utility fund. Staff also explained it appears that energy costs are not going to drop in the near future.

4. Public Power Week: Mayor Irlan Fullbright presented to city council a proclamation recognizing Public Power Week October 2nd through October 8th. The proclamation promotes to citizens the value of a city owning their own power systems. A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to adopt the Public Power Week Proclamation, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. TASC Cafeteria Plan Renewal: The City currently contracts with Total Administration Services Corporation (TASC) to provide a Section 125 Cafeteria Plan, including a Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA to employees which provides them the opportunity to deduct their share of health insurance premiums pretax and allows employees to pay their share of medical expenses and daycare expenses on a pre-tax basis. The City’s payroll costs are also reduced because social security contributions are reduced for each dollar of employee participation. The recommendation from TASC is to review the plan annually for any benefit changes and approve the plan document as presented. Presented to council was the Summary Plan Description for the City’s Section 125 Cafeteria Plan for the plan year November 1, 2021 through October 31, 2022.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the renewal of the Cafeteria Plan and Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA accounts as presented for the period November 1, 2022 through October 31, 2023 seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
6. Water Well #5:  Presented to council was an estimate from Clarke Well Service for $25,280 to complete the remaining work on well #5 as recommended by Terrane Resources.  Staff noted that once this work is completed and tested a new submersible pump will need to be installed, at an additional cost of approximately $6000.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the estimate from Clark Well Service in the amount of $25,280 to complete the workover of well #5, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
7. Power Plant Aqua Tower Repairs: Staff explained the steel piping on the aqua (cooling) towers of our two largest engines needs repaired.  Power plant staff has been in contact with several welders, but only one estimate has been received as follows:

Blue Knight Welding                             $18,590
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the estimate from Blue Knight Welding in the amount of $18,590, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
8. 210 West 1st Demo Bids:  Staff sent out requests for bids for the demolition and clean-up of the property at 210 West 1st Street.  Staff received the following 2 bids:
Stone Sand Company                                 $  9,500

S & K Dirt Service                                       10,000
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the bid from Stone Sand Company in the amount of $9,500, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.       

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SEPTEMBER 13, 2022

   7:00 P.M.
9. Resolution 083022B: At the August 30, 2022 special meeting, council adopted Resolution 083022B which set a date for a public hearing for the condemnation of the property at 210 West 1st.  Since that time, an executed agreement between the city and the property owner has been secured and the need to move forward with condemnation proceedings is no longer necessary. Staff’s recommendation would be to rescind the resolution, making it no longer effective.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to rescind Resolution 083022B, seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 

10. KPP Name Change Resolution:  Kansas Power Pool board members and staff are desiring to change the name of Kansas Power Pool to KPP Energy.  Presented to council was Resolution 091322, a resolution approving a name change to the Kansas Power Pool (KPP), A municipal energy agency (The “KPP”); approving a second amendment to the agreement creating the KPP; and authorizing the KPP to execute such second amendment and all other necessary actions to change its name. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to adopt Resolution 091322, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
11. KPP Agreement Amendment: Presented to council was the Second Amendment to the Agreement Creating the Kansas Power Pool (“KPP”), a Municipal Energy Agency.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the Second Amendment to the Agreement creating the Kansas Power Pool (“KPP”), A Municipal Energy Agency.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
       J.    REPORTS: 
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for August, 2022. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.
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3. Staff Report:
a) Staff reported the water department has been working on a waterline project in the Pohlman Addition.  Street department is painting the park shelter and working on storm sewer projects. 
b) Staff reported power plant staff are working on installing batteries in the switch gear building and working on the heat exchangers and cooling towers in the power plant. Staff also reported utility work is being done in the easement between 3rd and 4th off Park Street.  

c) Staff reported the Cost Share grant for the Wolf Hotel sidewalks has been submitted. 

d) Staff reported Jon, Jarrod and Chris will be attending the KPP annual conference this Thursday and Friday.
e) Staff explained the Barton County Sheriff’s sale is October 11th and he will be monitoring property included in the sale. 

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:00 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk

