CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SPECIAL MEETING - AUGUST 30, 2022
  5:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Steve Oelke and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City attorney Jane Isern was present. Councilmember Scott Tillotson was present via phone call.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
E. VISITORS: Linda Britton, Travis Hardcastle
F. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing: As part of the new budgeting process when a governing body elects to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate they must hold a public hearing to allow for public input relating specifically to the potential tax increase.  The hearing is only for the tax increase and not the final budget. Notice has been given pursuant to statute to hold this year’s hearing at 5:00 p.m. on this date.
Mayor, Irlan Fullbright opened the public hearing to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate at 5:02 p.m.  Linda Britton was present and asked for clarification regarding the letter she received from Barton County regarding revenue neutral rates and taxing entities choosing to exceed the RNR. After hearing no additional comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright declared the public hearing closed at 5:10 p.m. 

2. Consider Revenue Neutral Rate Resolution: After the conclusion of the public hearing, Resolution 083022A, a resolution of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas to levy a property tax rate exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate was presented to council for consideration. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve Resolution 083022A, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  
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A roll call vote was taken with the following results:
     


Councilmember Kirk Clawson – Aye



Councilmember Jacque Isern – Aye
                                    Councilmember  Ken Lebbin – Aye
                                    Councilmember Steve Oelke – Aye
                                    Councilmember Scott Tillotson – Aye
Motion passed 5 to 0.
3. 2023 Budget Hearing: As part of the adoption of each year’s budget, a Public Hearing is required.  Notice has been given pursuant to statute to hold this year’s hearing at 5:00 p.m. on this date.  
Mayor, Irlan Fullbright opened the public hearing on the proposed 2023 budget at 5:13 p.m.  After hearing no comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright declared the public hearing closed at 5:14 p.m. 

4. Consideration of Budget for Approval: At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Council considers adoption of the proposed budget.  An ordinance must be passed adopting the budget.  Adoption of the proposed budget does not require spending the amounts adopted; however, the adopted budget allows those amounts to be utilized when necessary.

A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the 2023 proposed budget and adopt Ordinance 2022-5, an ordinance approving, adopting and appropriating, by fund the budget of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas for the year beginning January 1, 2023, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

5. Property at 210 West 1st: Staff explained contact has been made with the owner of this property and staff has been working on an agreement to cost share in the cleanup of this property and obtain ownership following clean up. 

Presented to council for consideration was an agreement between the City and the property owner stating the property owner shall transfer the property by way of General Warranty Deed to the City and the property owner shall pay to the City $2500 toward the demolition costs. It was agreed the property owner could pay $500 over a five month period beginning in October.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the agreement as presented, with the deletion of the property taxes owed by the property owner, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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Also presented to council was Resolution 083022B, a resolution fixing a time and place and providing for notice of a hearing before the governing body of the City of Ellinwood, Kansas, at which the owner, his or her agent, lienholders of record, occupants and other parties in interest of structures located within said City and described herein may appear and show cause why such structure should not be condemned and ordered repaired or demolished as an unsafe or dangerous structure.  Staff’s recommendation is for council to move forward with the condemnation procedure, including setting a public hearing even with the probability of reaching an agreement for cleanup in the immediate future.  A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Resolution 083022B, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
6. Discussion of Health Insurance: Staff presented to council information relating to the renewal of the City’s current health insurance plan which takes effect November 1st.  The renewal premium for the current health insurance plan increased 9.90%. Staff has researched a BXBS plan offered through Kansas Municipal Insurance Trust (Blue Edge) and a Blue Edge Level Funded plan offered through Blue Cross & Blue Shield which is a partially self-funded plan.  The Level Funded Plan is similar to the current plan, however it has a little more cost to the employee when it comes to the maximum out of pocket, but in turn a little more savings on ER co-pay and outpatient lab fees.  The Level Funded Plan offers a 23% decrease in cost to the city.  The city had to provide an employee census to BXBS to determine if the city was eligible for this plan. At the time the census was submitted the city was eligible for the plan.  It is a volatile plan and eligibility could be denied if the city has employee census changes from now until October 31, 2022, therefore if the level funded plan is approved by council, then a backup plan needs to be approved in case eligibility changes as of October 31st.  
Staff’s recommendation for the backup plan would be to renew the current plan with the 9.9% increase and review contribution levels for employee and spouse and dependent coverages.  The city currently pays 100% of the employee plan and 75% of spouse and dependent coverages.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the BXBS Blue Edge level funded plan with contribution levels to continue at 100% for employee and 75% for dependent and spouse coverages and to approve the current BXBS PremierSG Choice Plan as a backup plan if the city 
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loses eligibility status for the Level Funded Plan with contribution levels 

to be determined at a later date.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.     
G.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

                                                             ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk

