CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

   JULY 12, 2022
   7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Steve Oelke, Scott Tillotson, Ken Lebbin and Mayor Irlan Fullbright.  City attorney Jane Isern and city administrator Chris Komarek were present.  Also present was Becky Gillette representing the Ellinwood Leader.   
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to approve the agenda as amended with the addition of item 2, Consideration of Resolution 07122022, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve minutes for the June 14, 2022 regular council meeting seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                                                               to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: NONE  

H. VISITORS:   Rob Dove, Joe Schulte, Brittney Bailey, Josh Komarek, Spencer Proffitt, Jon Perron, Chance Bailey, Kyle Magner
Rob Dove addressed council to thank the city crews for their quick response in cleaning up after the windstorm.
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Public Hearing for Condemnation of Property at 204 East B: At the May 10, 2022 council meeting the property at 204 East B Street was considered as being potentially unsafe, dangerous or dilapidated and a resolution was subsequently adopted setting a time and place for public hearing where the owner, his or her agent, lien holders or occupants may appear.  Notice of this hearing was provided to the owners, lienholders, and any occupants as required by city ordinance and Kansas statute. The certified letter was returned as undeliverable.
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The Governing Body shall hear all evidence submitted by the owner, his or her agent, lien holders of record and occupants having an interest in such structure as well as evidence submitted by the enforcing officer filing the statement and shall make its findings by resolution.

City council has reviewed the letter to the property owner and staff has provided pictures of the property to the council.

Mayor, Irlan Fullbright declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 p.m. on the proposed unsafe, dangerous, or dilapidated structure at 204 East B Street. Robert Schmucker, owner of the property was not present at the meeting.    

After hearing no comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright declared the public hearing closed at 7:10 p.m.

2. Consideration of Resolution 071222:  Presented to council was Resolution 071222, a resolution finding the structure located at 204 East B Street,  Ellinwood, Kansas to be an unsafe and dangerous structure and directing that the same be removed by the owner thereof, fixing a time for the removal by the owner and directing that should the owner fail to raze and remove said structure within the time limitation that the city shall cause the structure to be razed and removed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Resolution 071222, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

3. Service Awards: Service awards were presented to the following city employees for their years of service to the City of Ellinwood:
Cody Waite – 10 years – Electric Department

Brad Helfrich – 5 years – Sanitation Department

Brittney Bailey – 15 years – Ambulance Service

Austin Woodruff – 5 years – Fire Department
4. Utilities for New Hospital: Staff explained the construction of a new hospital will require an extension of the electric, sewer and water utilities and normally when an increase in utility infrastructure of this magnitude is needed, by policy most of the expense is born by the user. The main cost with the electrical service is 2 transformers with an estimated cost of 
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$30,000. Normally user is billed for transformers and meter installation. Total estimated electrical costs would be $40,000. Staff estimates the cost of 3” water meters to be $10,000. The biggest expense will be the sanitary sewer system. Presented to council were three cost estimates from EBH Engineering based off three different designs and routes to place the sanitary sewer system:

Option 1 – Opinion of Probable Cost



$570,150

(Installation of sanitary sewer and lift station at 7th and Park 

to connect to the city system in the 500 block of West 7th) 
Option 2 – Opinion of Probable Cost



$427,900
(Installation of sanitary sewer and lift stations to connect

to the city system on the east side of Park Avenue, between

third street and fourth street.)

Option 3 – Opinion of Probable Cost 


$525,150

(Installation of sanitary sewer and lift station at 4th and Park 

to connect to the city system in the 500 block of West 7th)
Staff explained because of other potential future expansion in this area, it creates a unique scenario where there may be some benefit to the city in the future because of the newly installed utilities. Staff is requesting council input as to the cost which will be assessed to the hospital.

Staff recommended assessing the hospital $300,000 for the installation of the electric, water and sewer utilities, with the city cost sharing in the installation of the sanitary sewer and lift station.  The consensus of council was to move forward with the recommendation of $300,000 assessed to the hospital.    
5. Wolf Hotel Sidewalks: Staff provided an update to the council on this project and reminded council of the preliminary cost estimate from EBH in the amount of $274,500 which includes installation of wall supports and reinforced concrete sidewalk replacement on the south and west sides of the Wolf Hotel.  Staff is requesting council to consider moving forward with a grant application through KDOT to help assist in funding.
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Staff explained the application period will open in the next couple of months.  The grant is an 80-20 match on construction costs only with no cost from EBH to prepare the application. Staff reported an estimated 
$98,100 will not be covered by the KDOT grant which includes design, engineering, construction observation and the 20% match of construction costs.  A meeting needs to be set up with Mr. McCord, owner of the Wolf Hotel to determine allocation of the costs not covered by grant proceeds. The consensus of council is move forward with the grant and arrange a meeting with Mr. McCord.  
6. Cox Communications Agreements: City staff has been working with Cox Communications on franchise and pole attachment agreements. The maximum allowable franchise fees for TV and phone service, is 5% of gross sales, which is recommended by staff. A separate agreement is needed for attaching their lines to existing city owned utility poles. Presented to council was a draft of the pole agreement.
A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve a franchise fee of 5%, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to request a pole rental fee of $10 per pole, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

7. Set Work Study Session for Review of 2023 Budget: A study session is recommended to review the 2023 budget.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jacque Isern to schedule a budget review session for July 25, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
8. Notice to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate: It has been recommended by the State Municipal Services Office, the county clerk, and our auditors to hold a special public hearing to allow the city to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR) even though staff proposes to council a budget that keeps the tax revenue the same as last year, “revenue neutral”, meaning no tax increase. A RNR hearing would ensure the city would not lose tax revenue if final valuation decreased and ensure the city would be compliant with SB 13.  The consensus of council was to build a revenue neutral budget as recommended. Presented to council was the “Notice of Revenue Neutral Rate Intent” which states the City’s intention to exceed the Revenue Neutral Rate of 51.033 with a proposed mill levy rate of 51.033 with a 
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date of hearing of August 30, 2022, at 5:00 pm. at the City Office 104 E. 2nd Street. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the “Notice of Revenue Neutral Rate Intent” as presented above and direct the city clerk to send the notice to the Barton County Clerk as required by July 20, 2022. Motion seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
9. Staff Report:  
a.) Staff reported city crews were busy cleaning up after the windstorm and restoring power on the west and northeast parts of town. Barton County and Lakin Township provided equipment and assisted with the cleanup. The Barton County Health department also offered free tetanus shots to Ellinwood residents. 
b.) Staff has a meeting with our BXBS representative on Wednesday, regarding the renewal of our current plan and other possible options, including the BXBS plan offered through KMIT. 
c.) Staff reported work is still being done on well #5. Staff explained water samples are improving, but some additional work is still necessary.
d.) Staff will be attending a Barton County Commissioners meeting to request financial assistance from the county.
e.) Staff reported an insurance dividend check in the amount of $20,954 was received from EMC Insurance.
f.) Staff will be working with Barton County to update/renew the Barton County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
g.) Staff reported that notice regarding the Downtown Sidewalk Grant should be received by the end of July or first of August.
h.) Staff explained city crews will be working to get facilities ready for the AHF including mowing all the city parks on Wednesday and help with setting up the fence at the city park on Thursday. Also, Chief Bailey, has secured Barton County deputies to assist with security for the event. 
i.) Staff explained the final restitution payment has been received from Dustin Jahay. Staff was contacted by Pawnee Rock inquiring as to the purchase of the 1985 AM General 5 ton truck involved in the accident to be used for spare parts. The consensus of council was to allow staff to negotiate a selling price.
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10. Executive Session for Discussion of Property Acquisition: An executive session was requested for discussion of acquisition of real property.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to recess into executive session pursuant to KSA 75-4319(b)(6) for the purpose of discussion of the acquisition of real property relating to a utility easement. Executive 
session will be for 15 (fifteen) minutes beginning at 9:05 p.m. until 9:20 p.m. and council will reconvene in council chambers at that time.  Persons 
to remain in executive session are the governing body, city administrator and city attorney, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried. All voting in favor. The governing body recessed into executive session at 9:05 p.m.
Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p.m.  No action taken.
       J.    REPORTS: (These reports were given prior to executive session)
1. Municipal Court Report:  Municipal Court Report for June, 2022. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.

K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned at 9:25 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Scott Tillotson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                                Irlan Fullbright, Mayor 
--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk

