CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021
7:00 P.M.
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Irlan Fullbright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in council chambers. 
B. ROLL CALL: Members present were Councilmembers Kirk Clawson, Jacque Isern, Ken Lebbin, Steve Oelke, Jon Prescott and Mayor Irlan Fullbright. City attorney Jane Isern was present.  Also present was Becky Gillette representing the Ellinwood Leader and Mike Gilmore, representing the Great Bend Tribune.
C. RECITATION OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the agenda, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve minutes for the August 10, 2021 regular council meeting and August 23, 2021 special council meeting seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.   Motion carried.  All voting in favor.   

F. APPROPRIATIONS: A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson                         to authorize payment of bills and claims processed, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.

G. OLD BUSINESS: 
     1.
Review Property at 101 N. Main:  A notice was served to the property owner of 101 N Main for environmental code violations.  Alicia Straub, an owner of the property requested a hearing in front of the governing body which was held December 22, 2020. After much discussion, city council made several recommendations to property owner Alicia Straub to address the environmental code violations and allow her until August 1, 2021 to make the recommended repairs to the property.

Ms. Straub was unable to attend the August 10, 2021 council meeting therefore the review was tabled until the September 14, 2021 council meeting. 

Legal counsel reviewed with city council the following recommendations which were made at the December 22, 2020 special meeting to address the environmental code violations.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS         

SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

7:00 P.M.
1.  Southside windows: remove boards on the windows or paint the boards         

     covering the windows.

2.  Westside windows – upper floor: These windows will be restored by 
 

      owner.

3.   The vertical risers on the fire escape will be removed.

4.   The metal covering the staircase on the south side will be removed and 

another product may be added, at your discretion, that does not have sharp or jagged edges.

5.  The stairwell on the west side of the building will be boxed in by    

      fencing or other product that conforms to the city zoning ordinance. 

6.  The bricks on the south side will be repaired, removed or replaced, as 

      necessary, so that the brick does not pose a risk of falling.


The first four items have been completed or are in the process of being completed to the council’s satisfaction.  The final two items have not yet been addressed by Ms. Straub and when asked to provide a plan for completion she stated she would not provide a plan to council for the completion of the remaining two items.

After a lengthy discussion, Councilmember Ken Lebbin made a motion to cite the property owner of 101 N Main with a notice to appear in municipal court for environmental code violations, seconded by Councilmember Jacque Isern.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
H. VISITORS:  Spencer Proffitt, Kevin Clair, Brittney Bailey, Chance Bailey, Joe Schulte, Janice Birzer, Jon Perron, Joe Rajewsky, Caci Smith, Alicia Straub, Justin Joiner, JR Robl, Chad Steffan, Rob Dove
Rob Dove thanked council for the dump station located behind the city shop 
I.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Discussion of an Intersection Sight Obstruction Violation: A code violation notice was issued to a local property owner at 401 S. Kennedy for an obstruction at an intersection that is limiting the view of traffic. Ms. Alicia Straub was present to address council regarding this violation. 
After much discussion, council directed staff to determine whose property the tree is located on to determine the next course of action. 
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2.
Public Hearing for Property at 307 W. 2nd: At the July 13, 2021 council meeting the property at 307 W. 2nd Street was considered as being potentially unsafe, dangerous or dilapidated and a resolution was subsequently adopted setting a time and place for public hearing where the owner, his or her agent, lien holders or occupants may appear.  Notice of this hearing was provided to the owners, lienholders, and any occupants as required by city ordinance and Kansas statute. The certified letter was returned as undeliverable.


The Governing Body shall hear all evidence submitted by the owner, his or her agent, lien holders of record and occupants having an interest in such structure as well as evidence submitted by the enforcing officer filing the statement and shall make its findings by resolution.


City council has reviewed the letter to the property owner and staff has provided pictures of the property to the council.


Mayor, Irlan Fullbright declared the Public Hearing open at 7:52 p.m. on the proposed unsafe, dangerous or dilapidated structure at 307 W. 2nd Street. Lisa Greenbaum, owner of the property was not present.    


After hearing no comments from the public, Mayor Irlan Fullbright declared the public hearing closed at 7:54 p.m.
3.   Consideration of Condemnation Resolution No. 091421A for 307 W. 2nd: 

      Presented to council was Resolution 091421A, a resolution finding the structure located at 307 W. 2nd  Ellinwood, Kansas to be an unsafe and dangerous structure and directing that the same be removed by the owner thereof, fixing a time for the removal by the owner and directing that should the owner fail to raze and remove said structure within the time limitation that the city shall cause the structure to be razed and removed. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to adopt Resolution 091421A, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

4.
Moderate Income Housing Grant: At the August 10th council meeting council approved to continue the application process to apply for a Moderate-Income Housing Grant.  Presented to council was a draft of the application and a resolution to submit the application.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve the Moderate Income Housing Grant application, seconded by Councilmember Ken Lebbin.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to approve Resolution 091421B a resolution authorizing the preparation and submission of a grant to the Moderate Income Housing Program, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor. 
5. Alcohol and Cereal Malt Beverage Sales Ordinance: Staff explained that Kansas State legislators have approved extending the hours of Sunday sales relating to alcohol and cereal malt beverages.  Under new state laws cities can allow for Sunday sales from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Our ordinance currently allows for Sunday sales from 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  Presented to council was Ordinance 2021-7, an ordinance authorizing Sunday sales of alcoholic liquor and cereal malt beverages in the original package from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. within the City of Ellinwood, Kansas and repealing Ordinance 2019-3.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve Ordinance 2021-7 allowing for Sunday sales of alcohol and cereal malt beverages from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.    

6. Easement Agreement:  Presented to council was an agreement with a property owner for an easement located in the 500 block of South Kennedy for the placement of a drainage ditch, which will allow stormwater to be slightly redirected allowing for better stormwater drainage in the area on and around South Kennedy Street.
A motion was made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson to approve the agreement for a permanent drainage easement with Stephen and Eileen Fisher and authorize Mayor Irlan Fullbright to execute the agreement and approve a one-time payment of $1,000 and an annual payment of $250. Councilmember Steve Oelke seconded by motion.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

7. Health Insurance Renewal: The City’s health insurance policy is up for renewal on November 1st.  Currently the City has the BXBS Gold Level Blue Care Premier SG Choice Plan, which is a traditional health insurance package with a $1500/$3000 deductible, 20% coinsurance, office copays and prescription copays and a maximum out of pocket of $4500/$9000.
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The premiums for this policy are aged based, therefore, every employee’s premium is different.  Currently the City pays 100% of the employee 
premium, including dental and 75% of the premium for spouse and dependents.  The renewal premium for the current health and dental insurance has increased 6.75%.  The 2022 budget included a 10% increase for health insurance.

After some discussion, a motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the renewal of the Blue Care Premier SG Choice policy and the dental insurance policy and to continue the city contribution of 100% for employee premiums and 75% contribution for dependent/spouse premiums.  Councilmember Jacque Isern seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

8. TASC Cafeteria Plan: The City currently contracts with Total Administration Services Corporation (TASC) to provide a Section 125 Cafeteria Plan, including a Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA to employees which provides them the opportunity to deduct their share of health insurance premiums pretax and allows employees to pay their share of medical expenses and daycare expenses on a pre-tax basis. The City’s payroll costs are also reduced because social security contributions are reduced for each dollar of employee participation. The recommendation from TASC is to review the plan annually for any benefit changes and approve the plan document as presented. Presented to council was the Summary Plan Description for the City’s Section 125 Cafeteria Plan for the plan year November 1, 2020 through October 31, 2021.
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve the Cafeteria Plan and Healthcare FSA and Dependent Care FSA accounts as presented, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried. All voting in favor.
9. Kansas Gas Service Franchise Agreement Review:  Staff explained the city’s current franchise agreement includes a franchise fee of 2%.  Staff is requesting council consider increasing the franchise fee to 5%.
A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to direct staff to move forward with increasing the franchise fee from 2% to 5%, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
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10. Signage East of Ellinwood: Staff explained there is a need to make improvements to the “Welcome to Ellinwood” sign located a mile east of the city along Highway 56.  Staff explained there has been some interest by local clubs and organizations to assist with the financing of the 
improvements to the sign to include sandblasting and painting the sign.  Staff is requesting council to consider the need for the project to be overseen by council and city staff.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Jon Prescott to approve pursuing the sign project with the council and city staff responsible for the oversight of the project, seconded by Councilmember Steve Oelke. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
11. Fire Chief Appointment: Staff explained by ordinance that a volunteer firefighter is automatically retired from the fire department upon reaching the age of 60. Chris Komarek, the current Chief will be retiring from the department on September 15th, therefore a new fire chief needs to be appointed. Mayor Irlan Fullbright recommended the appointment of Spencer Proffitt to the position of fire chief.  A motion was made by Councilmember Ken Lebbin to approve the appointment of Spencer Proffitt as fire chief, seconded by Councilmember Kirk Clawson. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.  
12. Public Power Week: Mayor Irlan Fullbright presented to city council a proclamation recognizing Public Power Week October 3rd through October 9th. The proclamation promotes to citizens the value of a city owning their own power systems. A motion was made by Councilmember Steve Oelke to accept the Public Power Week Proclamation, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott. Motion carried.  All voting in favor.
13. Handicap Parking: Staff has been contacted by members of the Heritage Club regarding handicap parking in front of the Heritage Center.  The consensus of council is to pursue researching handicap parking spaces in front of and around the Heritage Center. 

J.  REPORTS:

1. Municipal Court Report: Presented to council was the Municipal Court Report for August, 2021. 

2. Utilities Production Report:  Presented to Council was the Utilities 

Production Report.
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3.   Staff Reports:

a.)  Staff reminded council about the Kansas Power Pool Summit    

      this Friday and Saturday.
b.)  Staff explained the county will be at the October council
      meeting to review the County-wide Neighborhood 

      Revitalization plan. 
c.)  Staff handed out a police department policy manual for  
      council to review.

d.)  Staff will be on vacation October 3rd through the 9th. 
e.)  Staff reported the chip and seal project for the streets south 

      of Main will be done on Thursday, September 16th.
f.)   Staff reported that work on the north channel will begin 

       this Friday.
      K.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business at this time, a motion was 

made by Councilmember Kirk Clawson that the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Jon Prescott.  Motion carried.  All voting in favor.

                                                          ------------------------------------------------

                            Irlan Fullbright, Mayor

--------------------------------------------

Kim Schartz, City Clerk

